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REGIONAL 


*Arafat, Others Comment on Uprising, PLO 
Situation 

45040101 Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
7 Apr 88 p 4 


[Article by Ihsan Bakr] 


[Excerpts] I returned from Tunis following a 7-day trip 
to attend the opening of the Union of Arab Jurists 
permanent office session. 


The Arab lawyers’ meeting began with a word from Hedi 
Baccouche, Prime Minister and President Zine El Abi- 
dine’s right arm, in which he underscored Tunisia’s 
national commitment to support the PLO and paid 
tribute to Arab lawyers, saying: “You are the great 
guarantor of law and order and respect for freedoms.” 


Ahmad al-Khawajah, president of the Union of Arab 
Jurists, in his short but highly focused and significant 
address which was interrupted 7 times by loud applause, 
did not forget tc pay greater tribute, but he addressed all 
Arab rulers in the person of the Tunisian prime minister, 
saying: “If Arab lawyers are the nation’s shield and the 
great guarantor of law and freedoms—and indeed they 
are—we say to the prime minister that the Arab people 
look for Arab rulers to strive, in their actions, for the 
demands of the masses and are committed to the real- 
ization of freedom, democracy, law and order, and 
peace. Arab lawyers, along with all vanguards of freedom 
in the Arab nation where authoritarianism and lawless- 
ness are still prevalent, will do their share to regain the 
natural rights of all people in the Arab nation.” 


The head of the Egyptian Bar Association said: “The real 
problem of Yasir ‘Arafat and the Palestinian leadership 
is that this Palestinian revolution is a popular one 
brought about by the people’s will and is committed to 
democracy in every step it takes. Hence, the organiza- 
tion’s presence, with its full democratic principles, was 
alien to an Arab society where most states live under the 
iniquity of autocratic regimes whereby partisan and 
regional interests gain ascendancy over higher national 
interests.” 


The Tunis meetings began their work with a working 
paper submitted by former Sudanese foreign minister 
and secretary general of the Union of Arab Jurists. The 
research paper prepared by Mr Faruq Abu-’Isa was 
tantamount to a full objective analysis of the Palestinian 
uprising, which is going into its fourth month of an 
organized and well-planned confrontation with the Zion- 
ist enemy and its despicable military machine in succes- 
sive and varied waves between the Gaza Strip, the West 
Bank, Hebron, Negev, Haifa, and Jaffa, employing new 
ways and means of mobilizing the masses and unleashing 
their energies via a united national front led by the PLO. 
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At his office in Tunis, Mr Yasir ‘Arafat told me, while he 
was following up developments in the occupied territo- 
ries by the hour, receiving reports and issuing instruc- 
tions: “The entire Arab nation, not only the Palestinian 
people, is facing danger: Iraq is facing a devastating 
confrontation with Iran; in southern Sudan there is a 
conspiracy to secede from the North; and in the heart of 
the Arab region, the Palestinian people stand alone 
facing danger. There are attempts under way to circum- 
vent the Rabat Summit resolutions that the PLO is the 
legitimate representative of the Palestinians. There is a 
conspiracy against the Fez Summit resolutions regarding 
establishing an independent Palestinian state. 


“Conspiracies against the PLO are on the rise. The latest 
thing is Vernon Walter’s pronouncements about PLO 
financial sources drying up. There is Arab support for 
the uprising, but I honestly say that it does not rise to the 
great occasion.” 


Yasir ‘Arafat added: “I have told everyone that we do 
not want them to give money to the PLO but rather to 
UNRWA. Unfortunately, some brothers support the 
establishments designated by Israel. How does that hap- 
pen? Patience may run out, at which time I will tell all.” 


Yasir ‘Arafat gave some figures that substantiate the 
heavy burden the PLO is bearing: “Police officers who 
have gone on strike in the occupied territories cost the 
PLO $24 million annually. Today, there are 231 martyrs, 
each costing 2,000 Jordanian dinars in compensation 
plus a monthly allowance. The martyrs’ families’ budget 
alone costs $6.7 million. I have to provide a minimal 
level of livelihood, education, and school expenses for 
14,000 students in various universities in the world. We 
currently have 7,700 wounded and 16,000 prisoners. 


“We have assigned 800 guards to provide around-the- 
clock protection for al-Aqsa Mosque. Doctors, engineers, 
laborers and teachers work in three regular shifts to 
protect this mosque against the dangers of fire and Israeli 
destruction. Clearly, I can state that were it not for the 
help we have received from President Saddam Husayn 
and the Iraqi people, we would not have been able to 
finance the uprising. 


“You asked me about an Arab emergency summit ded- 
icated to supporting the uprising. I regretfully say that if 
it is to be held, it would not be before the Ramadan 
feast—that is, if it is going to be held. Contacts made so 
far indicate that a number of Arab leaders do not wish to 
attend the summit. Some seem to imagine that a month- 
and-a-half respite will bring an end to the uprising or 
stifle it, and they are mistaken. 


“Given the actual situation, my estimate is that in a few 
days the uprising will enter an extremely important 
stage. It is now in its third stage, and there are three more 
left. It will go on and, indeed, escalate with or without 
appropriate and required Arab support. The Palestinian 
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leadership has adopted a decision to create a family- 
support system among the Palestinian people whereby 
each family in the occupied territuries would be sup- 
ported by three Palestinian families abroad. We need 
$100 a month for each family in the occupied territories. 
Our latest decision is to continue not using weapons in 
the areas of the uprising. As for the areas outside the 
uprising, we have decided to escalate military action. 


“Finally, you ask me about Shultz and his initiative. Let 
me make it clear that the PLO has not yet received any 
official proposals. All we know is that Shultz is proposing 
the holding of an international conference and direct 
negotiations. The Shultz plan is based on what is widely 
known as ‘the London paper.’ The London paper calls 
for turning the West Bank and the Gaza Strip into 
cantons and converting our territories into Israeli ghettos 
like South Africa. Our people do not accept that. 


“You ask me about the solution, and I say it lies in 
holding an effective international conference under the 
UN banner and with the participation of all concerned 
parties, including the PLO. If America wants a solution 
and if Shultz wants a solution, the only thing he has to do 
is to knock on the door of the PLO, the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. This is what our 
people have told him and there is no other way. Our only 
demand is that international resolutions be applied. We 
recognize and are fully ready to recognize all interna- 
tional and Security Council resolutions, including Reso- 
lution 242 in its entirety, to settle the Palestine question. 
Otherwise, the uprising will continue its march.” 


12502 


Islamic Nations’ Product Exhibition To Be Held 
in Cairo 

45000089B Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 

21 May 88 p 7 


[Text] It is expected that the exhibition of products of 
Islamic nations will take place in Cairo this October. 
Forty Islamic nations will participate and it will last 2 
weeks, after having been held in Rabat and Ankara [in 
previous years]. The Organization of Islamic Countries 
had decided to hold this exhibition once a year in one of 
the capitals of the Islamic nations which belong to the 
organization. 


Egypt Rejects Iranian Proposal For P.O.W. Deal 
45000089A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
31 May 88 p 10 


[Text] Diplomatic sources have affirmed to AL-MA- 
JALLAH that Iran had recently notified Egypt of its 
readiness to settle the problem of the Egyptian prisoners 
it holds. It had prepared lists of the names of some of the 
prisoners that it will release in groups on the condition 
that the Iranian interests office in Cairo is reopened and 
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that some Iranian requests to obtain Egyptian military 
equipment and ammunition are discussed, with the 
proviso that they are obtained through a third party. 


The sources affirmed that Egypt had rejected the Iranian 
offer and indicated that it would refer [the matter] to the 
secretary general of the United Nations, Javier Peres De 
Cuellar, to intervene and solve this problem. They also 
affirmed that the Egyptian position on aid to Iraq is not 
open to bargaining. 


GCC Governments Offer Private Sector Incentives 
44000094 Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English 
5 May 88 p 24 


[Text] There are various incentives provided by the 
Governments of the region aimed at enhancing the 
growth of domestic industries and encouraging larger 
private sector investments. These include a) tax and 
tariff incentives and b) non-tariff protection, which 
consists of imposing quantitative restrictions on imports 
(prohibitions, quotas), financial incentives (subsidized 
loans, provision of land and utilities at subsidized rates), 
and/or restrictions on industrial licensing, or preferential 
purchasing of local products and services by the govern- 
ments. 


a. Tariff protection 


Tariff rates in the AGCC countries generally vary 
between 2 percent and 7 percent, except for a small 
number of commodities which range between !0 percent 
and 25 percent. Saudi Arabia applies duties of 12 percent 
on ail commodities imported from non-AGCC coun- 
tries, except for cigarettes and a few items that have 
locally produced counterparts. By the beginning of 1988, 
imported items that were taxed 7 percent (e.g. cars, 
electronics, textiles) will now be levied 12 percent. Also 
duties on some iron and steel products has been raised 
from 10 percent to 20 percent to protect the national 
industry. 


Kuwait applies duties of 4 percent on all imported items 
from non-AGCC countries. The degree of protection 
provided for domestic industries depends upon the size 
of the local value added. They are fixed at a minimum of 
25 percent for industries with a value added of 40 
percent or more, 20 percent when the value added ranges 
between 30 percent and 40 percent, and 15 percent when 
it is between 20 percent and 30 percent. No protection is 
provided for industries generating a value added of less 
than 20 percent. 


Bahrain’s duties on non-AGCC imports range between 5 
percent and 10 percent, except for a few items e.g. cars 
(20 percent) and cigarettes (50 percent). The lower rate 1s 
generally imposed on food stuffs, medicines and paper 
products. Protection of domestic industries is deter- 
mined by the Council of Ministers, on a case by case 
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basis. The local contents of the manufactured product 
enjoying tariff protection should not be less than 20 
percent during the first three years of production. 


The United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Oman apply 
duties that generally range between 2 percent and 4 
percent on all commodities, except for a few items. 
Certain items are protected in Qatar (mainly iron and 
steel products) and Oman (a small number of commod- 
ities), by a tariff rate of 20 percent. However, no tariff 
protection is provided for manufacturing industries in 
the UAE, since most goods are for export or re-export. 


Imports 


Differences in the protective tariff rates applied in 
AGCC countries can be explained by the different stages 
of industrial devel pment achieved by each individual 
state. In contrast to uwait and Saudi Arabia, countries 
that have already established a number of private 
medium and small scale industries which produce a 
range of consumer goods for the local market, the UAE 
and Qatar have not yet established a tariff protection 
policy owing to the fact that industrial development in 
these countries has been concentrated on large-scale 
export-oriented industries. 


In Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait and the UAE, imports of 
raw materials, intermediate and capital goods needed for 
an industrial project are exempt from customs duties for 
an unlimited period. Kuwait, however, limits the excep- 
tion of raw materials and semi-finished products to five 
years from the commencement of production. An exten- 
sion for a further five years can be granted when profits 
amount to less than 15 percent of paid-up capital. In 
Oman, the exemption from customs duties can be total 
or partial, depending on the nature of the project in 
relation to the national development strategy. In Bah- 
rain, complete exemption from import duties is 
restricted to industries that are established in specific 
industrial zones; other projects have to apply to the 
Ministry of Industry and Development. 


With regard to tax holidays, all industrial projects that 
are owned by nationals in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain are 
exempt from income tax for an unlimited period; in the 
UAE and Qatar, exemption is limited to five years 
though this is renewable, and to 10 years in Kuwait. 


b. Non-Tariff Protection—Financial Incentives 


With the possible exception of Bahrain, the AGCC 
countries offer loans on very easy terms to encourage 
private sector investments in the region’s productive 
sectors. In Oman, interest 1s charged at 8 percent, 
Kuwait 5 percent to 7 percent, UAE 4.5 percent, Qatar 3 
percent and Saudi Arabia 2 percent. 


Projects that qualify for loans should have majority 
ownerships of nationals of the country concerned. In 
Qatar, only projects that are wholly owned by Qatar 
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nationals are eligible for a loan. In other AGCC coun- 
tries the equity of nationals has to be at least 75 percent 
of total capital in Oman, 50 percent in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, and 70 percent in the UAE. However, the 
Industrial Bank of Kuwait is able to extend loans to 
subregional projects that are established in other AGCC 
countries, provided that they have substantial Kuwaiti 
Participation. 


Generally, subsidized loans are provided to all manufac- 
turing categories in the AGCC states provided that the 
project has been licensed by the ministries concerned 
and the feasibility study confirms its commercial avail- 
ability. For example, since the Saudi Industrial Devel- 
opment Fund was established eleven years ago, over SR 
15.1 billion in loans have been made to the Kingdom’s 
private sector (SR 799 million in 1987 alone) to finance 
more than 997 different industrial projects. The avail- 
able information indicates that loans provided by indus- 
trial banks and funds in the region have been directed 
more to the building material industries followed by 
basic metal industries, chemical, rubber and plastic 
products industries, and food processing industries. 


In Bahrain, there is no specialized financial institution 
or industrial development bank that can provide soft 
loans to manufacturing industry. Manufacturing projects 
are forced to rely on commercial banks for financing. 
Large industries with joint venture projects face fewer 
problems in obtaining finance than small and medium 
scale industries, owing to the direct participation of the 
Gulf states in the equity capital of such sub-regional 
projects. The possibility of establishing an industrial 
bank is currently being examined in Bahrain. 


Services 


At the regional level, a new institution, the Gulf Invest- 
ment Corporation (GIC), was established in 1984 by the 
six Gulf states with a capital of $2.1 billion ($540 paid 
up) to provide Gulf private investors with a broad range 
of financial services as well as participation in loan 
funding and equity of various companies, industrial and 
other. Commercial viability has been the key test for 
GIC’s participation in investment projects. Since 1984, 
the corporations’ total equity participation has been 
around $60 million in 11 approved project with a total 
cost of $737 million. 


—Other Incentives 


Utilities are provided at low and subsidized prices in the 
AGCC countries. Gulf governments had established a 
number of industrial estates with certain facilities in 
order to encourage investment in the manufacturing 
sector. These facilities include the provision of land, 
electricity, gas and water. Although the cost of these 
utilities varies from one country to another, in general 
they are subsidized considerably and, in the case of 
energy, prices charged are well below international rates. 
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Licensing 


In AGCC countries, restrictions on licensing are not 
used as a formal procedure to protect local industry from 
external competition; on the contrary industrial licenses 
are generally granted freely. Moreover, AGCC countries 
have neither introduced general prohibitions nor limited 
the import of manufactured goods in an effort to protect 
local industries. 


Non-tariff protection in the region usually takes the form 
of preferential government purchasing of national prod- 
ucts. All AGCC countries introduced legislations that 
deal with preferential purchasing. These legislations stip- 
ulated that governments and governmental institutions 
give preference in their purchases to tenders for national 
industrial products, even when prices exceeded those of 
their imported counterparts by up to a maximum of 5 
percent in Qatar, and 10 perceni in Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Nevertheless, national prod- 
ucts are subject to a policy of preferential purchasing 
only if they meet standard specifications as to kind and 
quality. 


/9738 


Morocco’s Laraki Interviewed on Relations With 
Egypt 

NC3105065488 Cairo MENA in Arabic 

2100 GMT 30 May 88 


{Text} 30 May—Moroccan Prime Minister Dr Azzedine 
Laraki has emphasized that any Arab action will be 
lacking without the inclusion of Egypt. He indicated that 
Morocco will be in the forefront of the states enthusias- 
tically supporting Egypt’s return to the Arab League if 
this subject is raised during the forthcoming Algiers 
summit. He said that Morocco will do so with the same 
spirit and desire with which it defended Egypt's return to 
the Islamic Conference Organization. He added that 
Morocco will also be among those calling for Egypt’s 
attendance at the Algiers summit conference. 


In an interview with AL-AHRAM to be published 
tomorrow, Tuesday, Dr Laraki said that his current visit 
to Cairo has achieved many of ‘ts goals, as much has 
been accomplished in bilateral relations. He said that 
other achievements will be signed during the next meet- 
ing of the Egyptian-Moroccan Higher Committee in 
Morocco. 


The Moroccan prime minister noted: When we wanted 
to resume full diplomatic relations with Egypt, we found 
a large gap in our capabilities. We had to bridge this gap. 
When we embarked on bringing trade, economic, cul- 
tural, and travel relations up to date, we achieved great 
progress, better than the relations that existed before the 
estrangement. This is the new development that has 
taken place since the resumption of relations. 
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In his interview with AL-AHRAM, Dr Azzedine Laraki 
discussed Egyptian-Moroccan coordination on the Mid- 
dle East issue. He noted that Egyptian and Moroccan 
support for the Palestinian cause has never stopped. He 
emphasized the need to recognize the fact that the two 
countries have borne a great deal in supporting the 
Palestinian cause and that they are both committed to 
(?supporting) the Palestinian cause in a manner accept- 
able to the Palestinians. 


In reply to a question about his country’s stand on the 
Middle East issue, the Moroccan prime minister said: 
The foundations to which we must always return with 
regard to this issue are those which gained the unani- 
mous approval of the Arab nation: The Fes s :mmit 
resolutions, which, as far as Morocco is concerned, are 
the sole recourse and the bridge that links the tendencies 
of the Arab nation. 


Dr Laraki emphasized that his country also supports the 
convening of an international conference for peace, 
provided that this conference will not be an end in itself. 
Something must be expected from this conference, he 
said, such as the determination of the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s fate and the establishment of their independent 
state. 


Regarding the Saharan problem, Dr Azzidine Laraki 
noted that this issue is now in the hands of the United 
Nations and that it is being resolved in a manner which 
Algeria advocated from the beginning: the holding of a 
referendum. Morocco has accepted this principle, he 
said, adding that the Sahara is an indivisible part of the 
Moroccan soil. 


He said that Algeria is not a negotiator for Morocco in 
the issue of the referendum or in its execution. He noted: 
We deal with the United Nations, which has called for 
holding a referendum; we are completely prepared to 
cooperate with the United Nations to make this referen- 
dum honest and binding. 


Replying to a question on the resumption of Morocco’s 
membership in the OAU, the Moroccan prime minister 
said that his country has not left the OAU for sentimen- 
tal reasons; Morocco left when the OAU deviated from 
the right course and accepted in its membership some- 
thing that did not exist: The Saharan Democratic Arab 
Republic. He pointed out that this stand did not affect 
the continuation of Morocco’s cooperation with African 
states. 


He said: We will be happy to return to the OAU when the 
reasons for Morocco’s departure are eliminated. 


EGYPT 


Ambassadors Present Credentials 
NC0506083388 Cairo MENA in English 
0815 GMT 5 June 88 


[Text] President Husni Mubarak today received the 
credentials of the three new ambassadors to Egypt. They 
were Ambassador Ahmed Ould Sayyid Ahmed of Mau- 
ritania, Ambassador Henri Kuba of Central Africa [as 
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received] and Ambassador Badr ‘Umar Isma‘il of the 
state of Qatar. 


Government Loses Representation in Two Guilds 
45040123A Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 27 Apr 88 p 4 


[Text] High-level security authorities presented to Pres- 
ident Mubarak and the prime minister, at President 
Mubarak’s request, a comprehensive report on recent 
professional guild elections which resulted in the dimi- 
nution of government representation. The _ report 
included suggestions on how the crisis could be handled. 


The report. whose contents were revealed to AL-AHALI 
by authoritative sources, covered elections at the physi- 
cians’ and pharmacists’ guilds and the political orienta- 
tion of officers newly elected to central and local boards. 
It expressed concern over the outcome of the elections 
which reflected close to a 50 percent decrease in success- 
ful candidates of the NDP. This reflects the muscle of 
trends ofposed to government orientation and could 
also be manifested again in any other labor or general 
elections. 


Though conservative in its analysis that results of elec- 
tions at the two guilds may not necessarily recur, the 
report expressed concern over the success of so-called 
“forces opposed to the government” in winning labor 
seats at the boards of corporations and public authori- 
ties. This, according to the report, underlies strong 
initiatives for change which could turn into unforeseen 
developments. 


The report dealt in detail with the emergence within the 
engineers’ guild of a trend (i.e. the Islamic trend) that has 
been lately gaining strength, especially in the guild’s 
branches in the provinces. The report emphasizes that 
the trend siould be contained and prevented from 
spreading, and puts responsibility for this with govern- 
ment representatives in the guild and its branches. 


The report advocated the presentation at future elections 
of strong platforms with clear objectives that would 
address the specific concerns of a majority of constitu- 
ents. It also called for the nomination of reputable and 
popular candidates. 


It dedicated a special section to upcoming local elections 
and expressed concern that they might reflect the same 
outcome as professional and labor elections. 
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Laborers Cause Problems, Face Difficulties in 
Jordan 
45040123B Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 29 Apr 88 p 3 


[Report from Amman by Hamid ‘Izz-al-Din] 


[Excerpts] There are more than 100,000 Egyptian work- 
ers in Amman according to official estimates by the 
Bureau of Labor Representation at the Egyptian 
Embassy in Amman. Estimates by the Ministry of Labor 
in Jordan puts that figure at 160,000. 
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These numbers are minimal even when inflated. How- 
ever, the problem posed by Egyptians in Jordan looms 
large because of that country’s relatively small size, the 
lack of work opportunities there, and the world recession 
in general. It is further complicated by disregarding 
provisions of the labor cooperation agreement between 
the two countries. This report will discuss the problem, 
identify its manifestations and causes, and present solu- 
tions to it. 


At the heart of the problem is the huge Egyptian presence 
in Jordan at a time when the local work force is facing 
difficult economic conditions of high unemployment 
even among university graduates, especially physicians 
and engineers. 


The large numbers of Egyptians glut the labor market 
supply, causing wages to plummet. Wages are deter- 
mined by supply and demand in Jordan, whose laws do 
not mandate a minimum wage. 


Because they are “adventurers,” Egyptians in Jordan 
accept any kind of work at any wage. Jordanian workers 
feel that the Egyptian is there to deprive them of decent 
livelihoods. The Egyptian consequently becomes the 
object of scorn and contempt. 


Suffice it to say that an Egyptian would accept a single 
Jordanian dinar ($3.50) as daily wages when the cheapest 
room in Jordan rents for no less than 30 dinars 2 month 
and the result would be !0 Egyptians sharing one room. 
Not to mention the increasing cost of living where a loaf 
of bread goes for two Jordanian piastres (13 Egyptian 
piastres). 


But the Egyptian problem is not limited to scorn and bad 
images. The problem is in the security sweeps which 
target Egyptians without work permits. Their numbers 
are large, estimated by the Egyptian embassy to be more 
than 40,000 and by Jordanian authorities to be more 
than 90,000. It is easy to spot such violators among 
Egyptian workers milling every morning in front of the 
al-Husayni mosque in Amman, eager to perform each 
and every task at any time and under any condition. 


Jordanian security authorities were totally justified in 
deporting more than 10,000 Egyptians last October prior 
to the November Arab summit in Amman. They pre- 
sented a security risk since none of them had a work 
permit. 


I asked Counselor Muhammad al-Fatih, head of the 
Labor Representation Bureau, who was to blame for the 
travails of Egyptians in Jordan. Before responding, he 
handed me a list of rules the two countries agreed to 
follow as of | Jan 1987 whenever citizens of one seek 
employment in the other. They call for the following: 


—Employers are to contract for incoming workers 
through the ministries of labor in the two countries. 
Employers themselves would apply for the incoming 
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workers they need by supplying contracts for approval 
and certification by the Ministry of Labor in Amman; 
the contracts are then taken by the employer to the Labor 
Representation Bureau at the Egyptian embassy for 
further certification and formalities for the dispatch of 
workers. 


No worker arriving in Jordan after | Jan 1987 may be 
issued a work permit without first ascertaining that he 
received a previously certified work contract. Egyptian 
workers who arrived in Jordan prior to that date and 
who have work permits are exempted from that rule and 
their permits may be renewed if they are needed. Egyp- 
tian workers without work permits but who arrived in 
Jordan prior to the cutoff date were granted a three- 
month amnesty to get their affairs in order. 


—Every incoming Egyptian worker is to report to the 
police station nearest his residence and register for an 
identity card proving that he has done so. This card is 
one of the documents required for the work permit. 


—The following documents are also required for work 
permits: 


* accriminal record certificate issued by the Egyptian 
Ministry of the Interior, 

¢ acertificate of proficiency in one of the trades, to be 
issued by the Egyptian Ministry of Manpower and 
Training, 

¢ the card proving registration with security centers in 
Jordan, and 

¢ ahealth certificate issued by the Ministry of Health in 
Jordan. 


When asked whether a considerable number of Egyp- 
tians have been accused of a variety of crimes in Jordan, 
Counselor Muhammad al-Fatih said that was an exag- 
geration and totally untrue. He said: 


[Muhammad al-Fatih] I met with Jordanian chief of 
police Gen Yusif Guraybah who assured me that the 
incidence of crime by Egyptians was much lower than 
that by any other community in Jordan. He expressed 
complete responsiveness to any case adopted by the 
labor bureau of the Egyptian embassy. 


[Question] Let’s go back to the labor market in Jordan. 
In what capacity are Egyptians most frequently 
employed? 


[Answer] A report by the Jordanian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs identified the following sectors as major employ- 
ers of Egyptian workers: Agriculture and construction 
(ordinary workers), and services, especially unskilled 
labor such as cleaning and transportation (international 
truck drivers with a category 6 license), and some trades 
in other sectors such as bakeries and the footwear 
industry. 
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I learned that Egyptians in Jordan are banned from 
working as accountants, administrators, secretaries, 
store clerks, or any other occupation which can be filled 
by a Jordanian registered with the labor bureau. 


[Question] What is the biggest problem facing the Labor 
Representation Bureau in Jordan? 


Counselor Muhammad al-Fatih says it is traffic acci- 
dents involving Egyptian workers with Jordanian bor- 
ders. These are extraordinarily numerous because Jor- 
dan is a natural passageway to Iraq and northern Saudi 
Arabia. 


An agreement was reached with the Economic and Social 
Association of Jordanian Veterans whereby it charges a 
premium of only 1.5 Jordanian dinars and in return pays 
out 500 dinars !n case of injury and 1,500 dinars in case 
of death. It also pays for shipping the body to Egypt. 


[Question] In view of your experience with Egyptian 
workers in Jordan, what advice do you offer to improve 
their lot? 


[Answer] We have drafted a pamphlet for distribution at 
Egyptian travel bureaus and points of departure. We sent 
the draft to the Ministry of Labor in Cairo which 
forwarded it to the Jordanian embassy for review before 
it is printed and disseminated. 


My advice is that we must control the number of 
travelers to Jordan. Those seeking employment must be 
asked to produce copies of their contract, certificat of 
criminal status from the Egyptian interior ministry, and 
certificate of proficiency. Tourists must have return 
tickets and sufficient funds. Those coming for a visit 
must produce an invitation from a person resident in 
Jordan. 


This does not represent travel restrictions on the Egyp- 
tian citizen but rather is an effort to restore respect for 
Egyptians abroad. 


This somewhat dim picture of Egyptians in Jordan 
contrasts with the good impression made on me by 
Egyptians under contract when I met some of them at the 
Egyptian Club in Amman. The club was formed at the 
end of 1986 as a branch of the Organization of Egyptians 
Working Abroad. It only has 150 members, even though 
monthly dues are merely half a dinar. 


At the club I met Khayri ‘Abd-al-’Azim Laz, a teacher at 
the al-Mujtama’ al-’Arabi school. A resident since 1978, 
he has a bachelor’s in accounting from the College of 
Commerce at al-Zagaziq University. He obtained his 
contract in Cairo and gets a monthly salary of 240 
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dinars. With him at the same school is Zakariyah al- 
Sayyid Ibrahim, chairman of the business administra- 
tion department, who has been working in Jordan for 
eight years. Two other accounting teachers at the same 
school are Nabil Muhsin al-Minshawi and Sharif Rama- 
dan. 


This is the truth in its entirety. Our first concern is to 
make it known to those Egyptians whose dream is to 
work in Jordan since it requires no entry visa. We also 
bring it to the attention of officials at the ministries of 
labor and foreign affairs who should quickly act to help 
protect the reputation of Egypt and Egyptians from those 
who would unintentionally tarnish it in the sister coun- 
tries. 


12945 
IRAQ 


Administrative Changes Facilitate Industrial 
Growth 

44040232 London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 
16-22 Apr 88 p 17 


[Article by Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Majid: “Cabinet Change Part 
of Administrative Revolution”’] 


[Text] President Saddam Husayn on 22 March 1988 
issued three decrees; one appointing Colonel Husayn 
Kamil acting minister of industry and minerals, a second 
appointing Minister of Heavy Industry ‘Abd al-Tawwab 
‘Abdallah al-Mulla Huwaysh as counselor at the Iraqi 
presidential bureau, and a third relieving Hatim ‘Abd 
al-Rashid of his post as minister of industry. This change 
came 16 days following a decision issued by the Iraqi 
leadership merging the Ministry of Industry and the 
Ministry of Heavy Industries into one ministry called the 
Ministry of Industry and Minerals, the previous name of 
the ministry before it was split into two ministries a few 
years ago. 


The significance of this change, according to the analysis 
of some observers in the Iraqi capital, lies in the fact that 
it talls within the framework of the administrative rev- 
olution which President Saddam Husayn has personally 
led and which in February 1987 touched first and 
foremost industrial activity in Iraq. This revolution, 
coupled with a large-scale program to streamline the 
administrative agencies, provides for the abolition of 
superfluous bureaucracy and improving performance, 
has quickly achieved its objectives since indices have 
shown that Iraqi industrial production increased by 69 
percent over the year preceding the application of the 
new development policy. This is in addition to achieving 
great progress in export plans. 


In view of such progress and in order for the adminis- 
trative revolution to achieve its short and long-term 
objectives, it was natural that President Saddam Husayn 
should take steps he finds necessary in order to speed up 


NEAR EAST 


industrial production on one hand and to strengthen the 
basis of industrial development, particularly in the field 
of military industry. The past years have shown a great 
need to depend on this industry and on its hardware 
products that contribute to military operations. This has 
been the essence of President Saddam Husayn’s concern. 
A surprise of the war was that, during the Iraqi Presi- 
dent’s 50th birthday celebration, an occasion of partic- 
ular interest for the Iraqis, the world saw excellent 
samples of locally produced materiel, weapons, and 
ammunition displayed in a big exhibition. 


Since that day, that is since 28 April 1987 to be precise, 
Iraq entered a field which until recently was monopo- 
lized by a handful of world countries, taking one of the 
most momentous and advanced steps in industrial pro- 
duction. Not only that, but also the institution responsi- 
ble for launching Iraq into the field of military produc- 
tion with such efficiency despite the war it is fighting, 
namely the Military Industrialization Authority, has 
demonstrated a pioneering ability in developing and 
converting military prototypes and equipment of partic- 
ular effectiveness and strategic importance. These 
include the ammunition which the air force is using and, 
thanks to which, the Iraqi pilots have been able to reach 
remote oil installations dcep into Iranian territory and 
destroy them. The most significant indicator in this 
regard was the production of al-Husayn missile with 
650-KM range which was later upgraded to a 850-KM 
range. 


Efforts of those working in the Military Industrialization 
Authority did not stop at producing equipment, weap- 
ons, and ammunition for the Iraqi forces. They were also 
behind tapping important and numerous industrial 
resources of which military industrialization installa- 
tions usually consist, in addition to enhancing produc- 
tion growth rates to ievels that in the past years were 
considered impossible or difficult to achieve. 


It is known to the Iraqis and to those who follow the 
rapid industrial progress that the official in charge and 
controlier of the Military Industrialization Authority is 
Colonel Husayn Kamil, the young man whose qualifica- 
tions have increased and capabilities matured under the 
protection and sponsorship of President Saddam 
Husayn. The Iraqi President commended him and hon- 
ored him especially for the successes he achieved in 
managing one of Iraq’s most critical and important 
institution during wartime. 


Colonel Husayn Kamil in June 1987 was acting minister 
of heavy industries. But in the meantime he continued to 
carry out his other responsibilities in the Iraqi special 
security agency and in the Military Industrialization 
Authority which, up to 22 March of last year, was an 
institution that came under the said agency but which 
became a corporate and fully independent body only 
after the Revolution Command Council issued a deci- 
sion defining its objective. This is “to supply the Iraqi 
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armed forces with their military requirements, to 
develop local potentials to the level of specialization and 
self-reliance, and to utilize the surplus resources for 
economic purposes.” 


Under this law extensive powers were granted to the 
director of the authority (with ministerial rank). The law 
defined its organizational structure, its statutes, and 
employment issues in the units that come under it. There 
is no doubt that a law of this kind and of such a scope 
and clarity is bound to give an impetus to Iraqi military 
production and lead to wider steps toward the achieve- 
ment of objectives and ambitions. This endeavor is 
based on two points: The first is that Iraq is fighting a 
long war and is facing joint Iranian-Israeli attrition 
attempts. The second is that the method of political and 
economic development in light of present reality takes 
into consideration the importance of state participation 
in strategic projects and boosting basic industrialization 
in a manner that would spare the state any losses and 
unjustifiable waste of manpower. 


It is in this light that the significance of President 
Saddam Husayn’s action in the recent cabinet change 
can be explained. This action was taken in order to 
launch the Iraqi industry toward wider horizons in the 
coming years. The past year, according to former Min- 
ister of Heavy Industries ‘Abd-al-Tawwab al-Mulla 
Huwaysh, was unique with regard to production, eco- 
nomic, and administrative fields. There is no doubt that 
such task requires young leadership with vitality and 
discipline and whose decisions should combine daring 
and prudence. Perhaps the military industrialization 
experiment was sufficient to prove that Colonel Husayn 
Kamil is the man qualified to lead the industrial sector in 
Iraq in the coming stage. 
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LEBANON 


Dissatisfaction With Wage Increase Threatens 
Escalation of Strike 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 30 Apr 88 p 37 


[Article: Open Strike in Lebanon!] 


[Text] The wage rectification problem in Lebanon ended 
with the decision of the acting prime minister and 
minister of labor, Dr Salim al-Huss, to increase wages by 
75 percent, and raise the minimum monthly wage from 
8,000 to 15,000 Lebanese pounds. Immediately follow- 
ing al-Huss’ decision, a new round of social unrest began 
with a general, open strike initiated by the General Labor 
Union on 15 April. The union had called for a two-day 
strike in the first phase of the strike to be followed by a 
three-day strike in the second phase, and strikes and 
demonstrations on the occasion of the Ist of May. 
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This labor unrest occurred in protest against the percent- 
age of the wage increase decided by the prime minister. 
According to labor union sources, the 75 percent deter- 
mined by al-Huss is less than the 100 percent increase 
initially proposed by the employers themselves. Employ- 
ers had rescinded the 100 percent offer the day after it 
was made, and offered instead to increase wages by 50 
percent. Al-Huss then decided on a 75 percent increase 
as a compromise between the two figures proposed by 
employers. Through all of this, the prime minister 
ignored the figure proposed by the labor union because 
of the effects brought on by the 31.7 percent increase in 
the cost-of-living index. The wage problem apparently 
ended as a more serious crisis began. The short-term 
extent of this crisis is impossible to predict. 


The crisis actually began on 12 April when parliament 
enacted a law which empowers the acting prime minister 
and minister of labor, and the deputy minister of 
finance, Joseph Hashim, to determine the percentage of 
wage increases. The labor union and employers met at 
the headquarters of the Beirut chamber at the initiative 
of the prime minister in order to agree on the percentage 
of the wage adjustment inasmuch as parliament had 
established the principle. According to labor union 
sources, the meeting was characterized by a positive 
atmosphere; both parties displayed a willingness to 
understand each other’s problems and demands. Two 
committees were formed, one to determine the percent- 
age of the wage increase, and the other to monitor— 
along with pertinent ministries—the implementation of 
the demands set forth by the two sides in accordance 
with the slogan of protecting “the work place.’’ For the 
first time, labor union representatives came away with 
optimism as expressed in statements made by the union 
chairman, Antoine Bisharah, who lauded the response of 
employers to worker demands. Bisharah indicated that 
mutual understanding had become possible with regard 
to the percentage of the increase, which, according to 
Bisharah, would be a minimum increase of 100 percent. 


The emp 'oyers delegation generated surprise at a subse- 
quent joint wage committee meeting when it proposed 
an increase of 50 percent. The delegation then retreated 
from this figure in order to raise the issue with pertinent 
parties in the state. Labor reacted by walking out of the 
meeting, and going to the last meeting of the executive 
council of the General Labor Union in order to inform it 
of the developments. As union leaders were discussing 
the employers’ situation, and the steps to be taken, they 
were informed that the prime minister—in a press con- 
ference which he held at his home—had decided on a 
wage increase of 75 percent as well as an increase of the 
minimum monthly wage to 15,000 Lebanese peunds. At 
this point, chaos prevailed in the executive council 
meeting, and resolve instensified to escalate the situation 
by immediately announcing an open, general strike. As a 
result of intervention, however, it was agreed that the 
strike would be developed gradually—starting with a 
weekly two-day strike, followed by a weekly three-day 
strike, and finally, an open strike and demonstrations. 
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The labor union accused the prime minister of colluding 
with employers, while the government—with the sup- 
port of prominent economic personalities—waged a 
campaign against the strike. Various political »arties 
took different posiiions: The Socialist Party «nd the 
Communist Party supported the strike; the Phalangists 
and the National Liberal Party reticently supported it; 
former President Sulayman Franjiyah opposed it, and 
the Lebanese Forces remained neutral, considering the 
matter to be between the workers and the employers. 


Where is the crisis heading? The labor union refuses to 
retreat from its position, and threatens to resort to 
escalation, especially in the basic sectors which it con- 
trols, or which are usually in solidarity with its decisions, 
including: Bank employees, private and official school 
teachers, and employees of official departments, ports, 
the airport, fuel companies, and municipalities. Observ- 
ers in Beirut believe that the demonstrations in Lebanon 
have snowballed, starting small, but growing more 
quickly than many could ::nagine. First came the strike 
of bank emp!oyees who succeeded in imposing a collec- 
tive contract on the association of banks; then came the 
joint strike by transportation workers which was post- 
poned for one week; then came the strike of teachers in 
the public and private sectors in protest of the state’s 
retreat from implementing promises it made in response 
to certain demands, especially those regarding the coop- 
eration of state employees. The list continues. No one is 
able to determine the outcome of labor problems on the 
eve of a constitutional settlement for electing a new 
president of the republic. This deadline, whose count- 
down begins on 23 July, might be the most crucial 
deadline in Lebanese history. 


There are many opinions, but no one knows how the 
whirlpool will end. 


13286 
MOROCCO 


Gharb Agricultural Development Requires 
Increased Government Support 

45190054 Casablanca LAMALIF in French 
Mar 88 pp 34-36 


{Article by Driss Guerraoui] 


[Text] Introduced into Gharb very early on, capitalism 
in the area has brought about the expansion of industrial 
and commercial agriculture, which in turn has led to the 
development of the labor force, mechanization, irriga- 
tion of agro-food industries and poles of organization. 
(Footnote 1) All of these elements have naturally been 
supported by favorable agroclimatic conditions and a 
deliberate policy of integrating the region into the 
national system of production and the world market. 
This policy and strategy were suggested by the possibility 
of upgrading products such as sugar beets and sugar for 
the domestic market and citrus fruit for the foreign 
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market. With only 620,000 hectares of arable land (7 
percent of the nation’s useful farmland) and 600,000 
rural inhabitants (5 percent of the total rural popula- 
tion), the region nevertheless contributes 34 percent of 
the nation’s total citrus fruit, 85 percent of all sugar cane, 
32 percent of its sugar beets, 55 percent of the oil- 
yielding crops, 100 percent of the rice, 15 percent of all 
grain, 9 percent of the forage crops, 15 percent of all milk 
and 5 percent of the meat. These shares should increase 
even further when the 245,000 hectares of irrigated land 
are in use. Gharb’s participation in meeting Morocco’s 
needs could double for sugar, milk and meat, going from 
34 to 70 percent, 15 to 30 percent and 5 to 10 percent 
respectively. 


At the present time, all of these agricultural products 
involve some 387,900 hectares, 200,000 of the total 
irrigated. Grain takes up 60 percent (323,300 hectares), 
Sugar crops 7 percent (27,700 hectares), forage crops 6.85 
percent (26,600 hectares), citrus fruit 6.78 percent 
(26,300 hectares), legumes 6.31 percent (24,500 hect- 
ares), market garden crops 4.1 percent (14,500 hectares), 
rice 2.47 percent (9,100 hectares), and cotton 0.02 per- 
cent, with 1,000 hectares. Only a smal: amount of land is 
now allocated to banana plantations in Sidi Allal Tazi 
(75 hectares), strawberries (10 hectares), nectarines (2 
hectares), and roses (0.5 hectare). But this modernization 
of products is accompanied by archaic land organization 
and forms of ownership. The undivided melk [property] 
makes up 33 percent and collective land 26 percent. 
State farms occupy 150,000 hectares, 20,000 in the 
public domain, 50,000 in the private domain, and 
80,000 in forest. Cooperatives take up another 35,000 
hectares. (Footnote 2) 


Land Structures 


Gharb is among Morocco’s regions where ownership is 
the most concentrated, the poriion of farmland per 
capita the smallest and the proportion of landless peas- 
ants growing rapidly. (Footnote 3) All of these factors are 
substantial obstacles to harmonious rural development, 
especially since the distribution of land also involves 
irrigated areas in which the government has made mas- 
sive investments and bet on improved water use so as to 
expand the range of industrial and commercial agricul- 
ture and thereby achieve a better economic and social 
balance. These land structures pose a double problem 
regarding the development of intensive, irrigated agri- 
culture and the obtention of an increase in value in 
irrigated areas, given the difficulty of recovering govern- 
ment debts. 


The predominance of undivided land and collectives 
encourages extreme parceling, discouraging any attempt 
at rational development. The real owners remain 
unknown to the government, which inhibits any partic- 
ipation in the financing of water development projects. 











JPRS-NEA-88-041 
15 June 1988 


(Footnote 4) Indeed, how could it be otherwise, given the 
absence of guarantees regarding the ownership of parcels 
and the existence of farms too small to be involved in 
any development? 


Until that obstacle is removed, a mere technical hypoth- 
esis, “the majority of the rightful owners and co-parce- 
ners are not eligible with the CNCA [National Agricul- 
tural Credit Fund] and therefore have difficulties 
receiving machinery, fertilizer and phytosanitary 
products.”” (Footnote 5) 


It is a vicious cycle. On the one hand, the government 
has no way of forcing the rightful ow7ers to pay their rent 
and follow the schedule of crop rotation and, on the 
other, the parceling and concentration of land are per- 
petuated. The situation will grow even worse if a credi- 
ble, viable alternative is not found, especially since the 
pressure on the land will continue to grow with the 
enticement of irrigation but, above ali, the population 
growth. Solutions recommended by ORMVAG (Foot- 
note 6) appear to be difficult to apply and inadequate 
unless the government exercises its prerogatives in a 
draconian, indiscriminate manner, which would be 
harmful to the existing sociopolitical balance. (Footnote 
7) They are inadequate because the granting of lots to the 
rightful claimants of collective land within the frame- 
work of the agrarian reform has demonstrated its limi- 
tations, mainly because of the pressure on the land, for 
the region is one of the most heavily populated in 
Morocco, with a density of 93 inhabitants/km? in 1982. 
(Footnote 8) 


Forage Plan 


Relieving the pressure on the land will therefore depend, 
in addition to limitations on ownership, on an injection 
of land from the national domain, whose present disen- 
gagement benefiting the private sector must first and 
foremost help landless peasants. The latter would receive 
viable parcels of 5 hectares of irrigated land and from 15 
to 20 of land for dry farming. This necessarily limited 
operation must be accompanied by a form of livestock 
distribution, the type of which would be determined 
based on specific localities. This auxiliary operation, 
which would be considered throughout Morocco, is 
deserving of special study and attention in order to 
encourage agriculture and livestock raising, the basis of 
Moroccan rural life. This aspect has heretofore been 
neglected, but it is all the more important because with 
irrigation, the existence of water can compensate for the 
lack of useful farmland. Distribution may also take the 
form of lease-sale, following the example of the cooper- 
atives, but with the formation of groups of livestock 
breeders. However, to optimize results, it is essential to 
expand areas reserved for forage (18,259 hectares in 
1986), which have not kept up with the 657,450 head of 
livestock in the region. This would make it possible to 
exceed current ratios of milk and mei production. A 
forage plan is therefore desirable, giving groups of breed- 
ers access to forage seed and organizing the whole 
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structure of conditions affecting the establishment of 
prices and marketing circuits. The whole system would 
be based on an adapted extension service, adequate 
medical organization and suitable livestock manage- 
ment. A national fund to finance such operations would 
be necessary. If it can offer financial conditions enabling 
landless of poor peasants to gain access to livestock 
raising, it can also be an instrument to relieve pressure 
on the land and to clanfy the status of the undivided 
melk [property] by loans to co-parceners desirous of 
surrendering their shares or indemnifying other heirs. 
However, none of this is conceivable without supervi- 
sion or followup through a data bank for col/ective land 
and the undivided melk in order to properly structure all 
operations. It would also be suitable to rehabilitate the 
jemaas as 2° institutional framework for the manage- 
ment of und ‘ided land and land inheritances and in 
order to institute the government’s right of pre-emption 
in the case of possible conflicts among co-parceners. This 
is all the more necessary because the government does 
not have full and complete knowledge of all information 
on these two forms of ownership and because it is 
important to find solutions in keeping with the rules of 
the various localities in the region. 


Disengagement of the State 


However, above and beyond development aspects, 
Gharb faces other problems relating to government- 
peasant and peasant-environment relations: delays in 
crop payments, conditions regarding the establishment 
of prices and indebtedness. To settle these problems, a 
project is under study that would give producers the 
possibility of dealing directly with industrial, packing 
and marketing units. 


The disengagement of the state from its traditional 
function as an intermediary called upon to spread, can 
also affect the maintenance and upkeep of agricultural 
waterworks. 


With respect to the responsibility of farmers for manage- 
ment of their production tool, the government would 
stimulate the creation of groups of producers following 
the pattern of experiments attempted within the frame- 
work of integrated development projects in which the 
repair of agricultural equipment as well as the purchase 
of consumable expenditures are the task of the farmers 
themselves. 


However, this operation cannot succeed without the 
creation of an environment favorable to the full expres- 
sion of that assumption of responsibility. 


That environment includes the development of basic 
infrastructures (rural electrification, drinking water sys- 
tern, roadbuilding, and so on), an intensification of 
extension services through greater organization and its 
spread to areas other than those solely concerning grow- 
ing practices and finally, the democratization of the 
formation and management of such groups. 
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It is all the more desirable because it will therefore help 
regulate population movements in Gharb in a positive 
way. 
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Footnotes 


1. Actually, one can see that the private Moroccan 
Agricultural Company set up in 1912 by colonization 
already had nearly 6,182 hectares of its own property in 
1919 and 2,280 hectares rented, or a total of 8,462 
hectares, nearly 42 percent in the region of Gharb alone. 
Even more significant is the case of the Sebou Company, 
whose property exceeded 10,000 hectares in Gharb. See 
our work “Agriculture et developpement au Maroc,” 
Edima-Casablanca et Publisud-Paris, 1985, p 95. 


2. For a definition of the content that we give to those 
forms of production, see our work cited. 


3. MARA-Study of the Agricultural Investment Code, 
draft document, Part 1, December 1983, p 26. Actually, 
75 percent of the peasants in Gharb have from 0 to 5 
hectares, 20 percent from 5 to 20 hectares and 5 percent 
20 or over. This structure is exceeded in Tadla, with 80, 
17 and 3 percent respectively. In Souss, the respective 
figures are 78, 19 and 3; in Haouz, 85, 13 and 2. The 
proportions in Moulouya and Loukkos are lower for the 
former: 63 percent with from 0 to 5 hectares, 27 percent 
from 5 to 20 and 10 percent over 20. Loukkos and Draa 
are separate cases insofar as no one has over 20 hectares. 
In Loukkos, 40 percent of the peasants have between 0 
and 5 hectares and 60 percent from 5 to 20. In Draa, the 
latter group makes up only 4 percent and those with from 
0 to 5 hectares 96 percent. 


4. However, one must note that there is no cause-and- 
effect relationship between the knowledge of the rightful 
owner and automatic payment of the rent or fee. Reality 
is much more complex. 


5. ORMVAG note on the importance of collective land 
and undivided melk property, SRA, April 1985. 


6. ORMVAG, op. cit. 


7. This is what explains the strict nonapplication of the 
CIA [Comite de Investissements Agricoles] in this 
domain. 


8. See RGM, Vol 10, No 1-2, 1986, Fatima Laraichi- 
Couvreur. 
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SYRIA 


Article Describes Public Utilities, Roads in Desert 
Province 

44040187B Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 

1] Apr 88 p 6 


{Article by Muhammad Zurayqa: “What About the Sit- 
uation in the Hims Desert?’’} 


[Text] Tadmur is considered one of the largest districts 
in Hims Province in terms of area. Most of its lands are 
desert and it forms vast areas of grazing land. Settle- 
ments have arisen in it, one of the most important being 
Tadmur, the desert capital. Linked to it are a number of 
villages, which are: 


The township of al-Sakhanah, al-’Ulyaniyyah, al-Sa- 
wanah, al-Kawm, al-Tayyibah, Tuwaynan, Kudayr, al- 
Latum, al-Biyarat al-Gharbiyyah, and dozens of other 
villages. Most of the inhabitants work at sheep raising 
and cultivating small areas of land close to these settle- 
ments. 


We made a fact-finding tour to the desert which included 
some of the settlements, and in the course of the tour we 
noted the difficult, harsh conditions of life. The popula- 
tion lives with and struggles agaiast nature in order to 
meet their daily personal needs and survive. 


Social Study Needed 


This issuc calls for a social study to be made of all the 
inhabitanis in the desert in order to improve their 
situation and living conditions, and bring into use land 
which will support the settlement process and make 
them want to settle down as a result of that and as a 
result of expanding the scope of livestock production. 
This will return benefits to the inhabitants and lead in 
turn to the strengthening of the national economy. 


Based on what we have seen, the people of the desert are 
not asking for agriculture in the heart of the desert, since 
they are extremely anxious that it continue to be used for 
grazing. However, they do desire some kind of settle- 
ment to provide them with housing similar to those 
available in the towns and villages in the provinces of the 
country, and they would like to exploit some locations 
that would be productive. 


Establishment of Associations 


Six cooperative housing associations have been estab- 
lished in Tadmur to alleviate the housing crisis. They 
are: 


The cooperative housing association, al-Sharq associa- 
tion, Qasr al-Hir association, phosphate mine-workers’ 
association, the association for settlement and construc- 
tion, and the association for childrearing families. The 
chairman of the council of the city of Tadmur says that 
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the city’s leadership has expanded organizational plans 
in cooperation with the concerned parties in the prov- 
ince, and that it has distributed land to the housing 
associations so as to implement some of the housing 
projects, and these associations are now in the process of 
building some of the divisions. 


Shortage of Bread and Flour 


It is well known that the people of the desert are used to 
their desert lifestyle and to enduring its hardships. But 
that does not mean that they can remain without food 
and water, which are the basis of the psychological 
factors in the settlement of the herders. 


Shepherds Ahmad al-Husayn, Yusuf Barbar, ‘Abd-al- 
Hadi al-Khalid, ‘Abd-al-’Aziz al-Khalid, and ‘Ali al- 
Salim, who live northwest of Tadmdur, spoke with us 
and said that: 


The grazing this year was very good. Since the first of 
March the herders had stopped giving fodder to the 
sheep, but the herders were now having big problems, 
most importantly: 


A shortage of supplies, such as flour, sugar, tea, and gas. 
They are buying these supplies at highly inflated price. 


However, Comrade Jum’ah al-Hamud, secretary of the 
party branch in Tadmur, assured us that the mechanized 
bakery in Tadmur was operating at maximum capacity 
and distributing its product among the people of the city 
of Tadmur, the settlements, and the herders near the 
city. But the current production is not enough to meet 
the increasing demands for it, and flour had not been 
distributed to the livestock herders for 3 months, 
because these allotments had fallen to around 70 tons of 
flour and 30 tons of wheat, and these amounts were low 
relative to the number of herders, whose numbers in the 
region have about doubled because of the lush growth 
and the abundance of pastures. 


The director of food supply and internal trade was 
contacted about sending flour to alleviate the bread 
crisis, since the herders are scattered over many places in 
the desert, which makes it hard for them to come to 
Tadmur every day to get bread. The material costs are 
great, since a bundle of bread costs around 100 Syrian 
pounds, along with the cost of gasoline for car owners or 
of the fare for those who do not have cars. This situation 
demands that a quick solution be found to the crisis. 


Lack of Roads 


In fact, the Damascus to Tadmur and Dayr al-Zur state 
highway has played an effective role in serving the 
desert, since it cuts across it and serves the nomadic 
herders and some of the settlements, such as the city of 
Tadmur and the town of al-Sakhanah. But all the settle- 
ments need to have side roads cut to link them to the 
afore mentioned public state highway. 
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The comrade secretary of the party branch confirms that 
the desert is devoid of roads except for the state highway, 
and that among the settlements there are no side roads 
except for the town of al-Sakhanah, which is 3 km off the 
public highway and joined to it by a side road that is still 
unpaved, and which this year was subject to being 
washed out because of the rains. It had been decided 2 
years ago to pave it, when the Ministry of Communica- 
tions contracted with the public company for road con- 
stsruction (Roadco) to pave the road for 300,000 Syrian 
pounds, but so far it has not been done. 


There are many paths in the desert, so travellers can 
easily get lost if they are not familiar with the desert. 


Priority must be given to building a road between the 
town of al-Sakhanah and the city of al-Raqqah, since this 
is a dirt road and it passes through several settlements, 
namely, al-Tayyibah, al-Kawm, Karim, and al-Rasafah. 
The road is about 150 km long, serves vast areas of the 
desert and helps to break the isolation of those places 
which are still unknown except to the people of the 
desert who cross it on foot to pasture their animals. 


Some Schools Are Still Closed 


Speaking of education in the region, it is still below the 
required level in all the settlements. 


The director of education, ‘Abd-al-Salam Mutlaq, says 
that teachers are absent from the schools for periods 
ranging from 10 to 15 days a month, which weakens the 
educational process. Four schools are still closed even 
now, despite the fact that the end of the school year is 
near. They are in the following villages: 


Al-Tarfawi, Jadhal, Rasm al-’Abd, and Khunayfis. They 
are closed because there are no teachers and because the 
students have gone off with thei: parents. 


We learned that there are some other schools that are still 
closed in al-Latum, Rawd al-Wahsh, and other places. 
The required education has not been applied in the 
desert because the schoolchildren drift away due to the 
fact that they cannot stay in school since their families 
move around in the desert to graze their animals. 


The leadership of the party branch in Tadmur has 
submitted a proposal in this respect. It includes: 


The creation of two boarding schools in the town of 
al-Sakhanah and the city of Tadmur to educate the 
children of the Bedouins and nomads. It proposed that 
teachers be appointed from among the people of the 
region, so that compulsory education might be applied in 
the region. 
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The Health Situation 


During the last 5-year plan a hospital was built in the city 
of Tadmur. This is considered a big achievement for the 
people of the region, since it serves the people of the city 
of Tadmur, the nomadic and settled Bedouin, and the 
public sector companies in the region. It has the follow- 
ing capabilities: 


Surgery, internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics, X-ray, 
and a laboratory. 


But the fact is that this hospital is still below required 
levels, since the building is cramped and small, in spite 
of the improvements that have been made and th¢ uniis 
that have been added to it. During a field trip we noted 
a lack of sanitation and the lack of health services in 
some of the sections. We met with hospital chief Dr 
Khalid al-Hasan, who complained about the lack of a 
medical cadre, and of the many medical emergencies 
that are transferred to the hospitals in the provinces 
because of a lack of oxygen, which constitutes a big 
burden on the hospital. He stressed the need to increase 
the hospital’s allotment of oxygen cylinders, so that it 
would be able to meet the needs of the emergency 
patients. He alluded to the many breakdowns of the 
heating units in the hospital, of which there are three 
operating independently of one another in the sections 
that were built in it. The branch military establishment 
for housing has contacted the appropriate party about 
making repairs, but the engineer in charge has not found 
a solution. 


As for the building, it is very cramped. There is no clinic 
specifically for surgery, so cases belonging to this section 
are treated in the emergency section. He added: “Most of 
the cases treated in the emergency room are cuts, burns, 
abscesses, diseases of the respiratory system, the diges- 
tive system, and the urinary system, and bone and joint 
diseases. As for the work of the resident physician, he 
covers only the evening shift, and when an accident 
occurs suddenly, the hospital’s non-resident doctor is 
called from his home. This situation calls for the 
appointment of resident physicians to be in the emer- 
gency section on a continuous basis, since the number of 
patients is high because of the occurrence of accidents on 
the public highway. The number of patients, male and 
female, who have benefited from the services of the 
hospital during the first quarter is more than 500, and 
the number of those who have gone to the outside clinics 
is about 1000 male and female patients, and about 600 
children, boys and girls, have benefited from the treat- 
ment services, while 150 women have sought treatment 
at the women’s clinics. The number of general surgical 
operations performed in the hospital was 40, and 15 
gynecological operations were performed, and 800 
patients, male and female, had X-ray pictures taken.” 


The hospital chief asks officials at the Ministry of Health 
to support the hospital with adequate essential medical 
supplies and to provide an ambulance to transport 
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emergency patients and victims of accidents on the 
public highway, and he spoke of the need for a medical 
cadre and an assistant medical cadre. 


In Tadmur there is also an modern health center that 
covers all internal examinations and offers services to all 
the people of the city anc needy patients from among the 
desert people. 


There is also one health center in the town of al- 
Sakhanah that is still without a doctor. The doctor at the 
health center in Tadmur goes to the al-Sakhanah health 
center once a week, and usually the examination is not 
thorough because time is short and it is done hastily. 


Electricity and Telephone 


Regarding telephones we spoke with the comrade secre- 
tary of the party branch, who said: ““None of the villages 
and settlements in the desert are linked to telephone 
lines except the town of al-Sakhanah, which was linked 
up 3 years ago with a public telephone booth, but it has 
not yet been put into operation. The installation of an 
exchange with a capacity for 100 lines has been slated, 
and a new exchange with a capacity for 615 manually 
operated lines has been installed in Tadmur. The city of 
Tadmur is linked by 12 manually operated lines and 8 
automatic lines to the cities of Hims, Hamah, Aleppo, 
Dayr al-Zawr, Tartus, Lattakia and Abu Kamal, and 
communication in Tadmur with all the aforementioned 
provinces is supplied. 


As for the region being linked to electrical current, there 
are many villages that are still without electricity, 
namely, al-Kawm, Kudayr, Kadim, Rawd al-Wahsh, 
al-Balaghah, al-Latum, Tuwaynan, and some small sei- 
tlements. 


Water Shortage 


The issue of a water shortage is also pervasive in the 
desert. There are some public sector wells, some of which 
ticak down from time to time, and some of which often 
stop because of a lack of fuel. These wells are used for 
sheep, but they are not adequate at the present time, 
since there are 11 wells in the Tadmur desert as well as 
four other wells that have been out of service and in need 
of repair for a long time. And there are some wells 
belonging to the private sector that are used for sheey for 
a fee. 


As for drinking water, most water is not suitable for 
drinking, whether it be spring water or well water, since 
except for the water of Arak it is saline and unpalatable. 


Two years ago two artesian wells were drilled west of 
al-Sakhanah to provide drinking water for the town’s 
population. The military housing establishment set out 
to implement the project in which the water from the two 
wells was to flow in from a distance of 35 km. The 
project was inaugurated last year, but the water has so far 
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not reached the town. The comrade secretary of the party 
branch attributed that to the many breakdowns of the 
bridge line as a result of poor implementation. The 
supervisor of the project from the housing establishment 
says that the reasons for the breakdown go back to the 
lack of soundness in the study which was made by the 
directorate of technical services, and the town of al- 
Sakhanah has not received the project yet. The town 
leadership has told the responsible parties in the prov- 
ince to find a solution and to expedite the operation of 
the two pumping stations so as to provide drinking water 
to the people and meet their water needs. In the city of 
Tadmur the head of the city council reported that the 
water that supplies the city is now adequate, and work is 
going on now on a project to drill a new well as a backup 
and to prevent the occurrence of a crisis. However, he 
confirmed that Tadmur’s water is not healthy. Labora- 
tory tests have been done on it, which showed that the 
water was Saline and contained certain germs. The city is 
now adding chlorine to the water to reduce its harmful 
effects. 


Studies are being made now by the public company for 
water studies on transporting water from the village of 
Arak to Tadmur. The matter is being pursued by officials 
in the province in order to provide the needed credit. As 
for the rest of the region, the inhabitants complain of a 
severe shortage of water. They transport ater from 
distant places at exhorbitant costs. 


Agriculture 


In the desert there are several oases covering small areas 
and planted with date and olive trees, such as the oases 
of Tadmur, Arak, and al-Sakhanah, and some other 
locations. 


And there are some copious wells around which summer 
and winter crops are planted. These crops are planted in 
drainage areas and washes, since these lands are very 
fertile, and their production is estimated to be hundreds 
of tons in recent years. The licensed acreages in the 
Tadmur desert this past season were 515,000 dunums, 
an average of 450 dunums per family provided that the 
family has legal deeds. 


Some of the farmers complained to us about the failure 
of the agricultural bank to give adequate loans in accor- 
dance with the authorizations granted to finance the 
crops. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Major Increase in Exports to West Germany 
44040205 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 9 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] West German exports to UAE markets increased 
by 25 percent last year compared to a parallel 33 percent 
increase in UAE exports to German markets in the same 
year. 
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A study issued recently in Bonn, indicates that an 
improvement in the situation of West German exports to 
UAE markets helped West Germany to compete with 
Great Britain for the first time in these markets. 


This improvement has occurred despite a marked 
decline in Bonn’s trade with GCC countries over the past 
two years, and the general increase in the prices of 
German goods du: to the strength of the German mark. 


The study indicates that, between 1986 and 1987, UAE 
exports to West Germany increased by 33 percent, from 
97 million marks to 422 million marks. During the same 
period, German exports to the UAE increased by 25 
percent, from 1.06 billion marks to 1.3 billion German 
marks. 


The study points out that German products currently 
constitute a very large percentage of the UAE’s total 
imports. This factor allowed the FRG to compete with 
Great Britain for UAE markets during last year. The 
study indicates that Bonn’s most important exports to 
the UAE are machinery and automobiles, which are at 
the top of the list of German exports. 


It should be noted that the UAE-FRG trade balance 
pertaining to commercial exchanges has been character- 
ized by a large surplus in favor of Germany during the 
past few years. During the past two years, this surplus 
has declined, however, from 960 million marks in 1986 
to approximately 900 million marks in 1987. 


The study notes that the UAE is currently seekir.g to 
increase the volume of its petroleum exports to the FRG. 
It is also seeking to export other products to the FRG, 
especially gold, whose exports to Germany recorded a 
significant increase recently. 
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New Initiatives To Encourage Trade Relations 
with Malta 
44040205 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 7 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—Sa’id Bin Ahmad al-’Utaybah, the 
chairman of the administrative council of the Abu Dhabi 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, emphasized that 
the opening of a Maltese trade center in the UAE will 
lead to a strengthening of trade relations between Malta 
and the UAE. 


In a meeting, which he held yesterday with David Afard, 
the special representative of the Maltese foreign minis- 
ter, and which was attended by the charge d'affaires of 
the Maltese embassy in Riyad, al-’Utaybah stated that 
trade between the two countries is still limited. He 
emphasized the readiness of the Abu Dhabi chamber to 
cooperate with Maltese businessmen, and provide them 
with information . 
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The meeting, which was attended by the general director 
of the chamber, Salim Rashid al-Dhahiri, dealt with the 
possibility of holding a Maltese week to be organized by 
the Ministries of Tourism and Foreign Affairs in Malta. 
It also dealt with the possibility of establishing air 
transport lines between the two countries. 
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The representative of Malta’s foreign minister stated 
that his mission in the UAE centered on the possibility of 
opening a Maltese trade center in the emirates for the 
purpose of strengthening trade relations between the two 
countries. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Zaher Shah on Soviet Troop Withdrawal, Civil 
War, Other Issues 
46190014 Paris LE FIGARO in French 3 May 88 p 3 


{Interview with Zaher Shah, former Afghan sovereign, 
by Jacques Duplouich, in a villa located outside of 
Rome, date not given] 


[Excerpt] Zaher Shah ruled over Afghanistan for 40 years 
and his impact, despite 15 years of exile, is still strong. 
According to a “referendum” conducted a few months 
ago, 70 percent of the Afghan refugees in Pakistan feel 
that he should once again get hold of the reins of the 
country. The current president, Najibullah, acknowl- 
edges that he has a “special role to play in the process of 
national reconciliation.” 


Question: What, in your opinion, are the reasons that led 
Mr Gorbachev to want Soviet troops withdrawn from 
Afghanistan? 


Answer: I believe that the determining factor in Mr 
Gorbachev’s decision lies in the firm will of the Afghan 
people who heroically fought to defend their indepen- 
dence and their identity. The freedom fighters deserve 
recognition and the admiration of all. Without them, 
whatever is happening today could not have been possi- 
ble. Besides, Mr Gorbachev, who seems to be a prag- 
matic man, quickly understood that this unpopular and 
universally condemned war could only harm the image 
of his country throughout the world. 


Question: But do you not have the feeling that the CPSU 
leader is poised to change the failure of the Soviet 
expeditionary corps into a diplomatic success? 


Answer: The important thing is the withdrawal of the 
Soviet armed forces as well as the restoration of our 
national independence! I think that this policy is also in 
the interests of the USSR. If, as it seems, Mr Gorbachev 
has understood this, then so much the better! 


Question: Under what conditions would you be ready to 
return to Kabul? Are you ready, for example, to live 
together with the communist party that has been respon- 
sible for the deaths of some million and a half Afghans? 


Answer: As a patriot I am entirely at the service of the 
Afghan nation without any condition or personal 
demand. I am, therefore, ready to return to Afghanistan. 
I mean in a land free of all foreign occupation. The 
presence of Soviet troops on Afghan soil, that constitutes 
an attack on the country’s sovereignty, is unacceptable. I 
add that the question raised today is not a sharing of 
power with anyone whatsoever but an overall settlement 
of the problem that would be acceptable to all the Afghan 
people, as well as the establishment, at the opportune 
moment, of a provisional government having the sup- 
port of all components of our nation. 
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Question: You have already stated that it was not your 
intention to reestablish the monarchy. What solution do 
you envisage for the government of the country? 


Answer: It would be up to the provisional government to 
prepare a draft constitution that would have to be 
submitted to the “Loya Jirga’”’—the traditional supreme 
authority—that will pass final judgment. 


Question: Mr Najibullah has stated several times that 
you had a role to play in national reconciliation. How do 
you envisage playing the role in concrete terms? 


Answer: My position is clear. I have offered to serve the 
Afghan people in any manner possible! But I do specify 
that I am not a pretender to the throne and that there is 
no question of the monarchy coming up. 


Question: But are you not afraid, Your Majesty, that the 
departure of the Red Army will mark the beginning of a 
civil war? 


Answer: Undoubtedly the withdrawal of Soviet troops 
will lead to a new situation in the country. Also, there 
might be some anxiety if questions raised by this with- 
drawal are not totally resolved beforehand. Precedents 
are not lacking in the long history of Afghanistan. 
However, the Afghan people have in each instance been 
able to resume a normal existence. 


Question: So, you are not afraid of a blood bath? 


Answer: “Accidents” could happen if differences are not 
resolved overall. However, the image of a “blood bath” 
is exaggerated. So long as there is no foreign interference 
in an inter-Afghan settlement I believe that Afghanistan 
can be spared new dramas. 


Question: How do you envisage Kabul’s role in the 
region? 


Answer: I believe that Afghanistan, once its indepen- 
dence has been restored, will resume its traditional 
policy of neutrality and nonalignment, maintaining good 
relations with all countries of the world, including the 
USSR, founded on mutual respect and noninterference 
in internal affairs. Our relations with Pakistan will be 
fraternal and cordial. 
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Papers Report Results of Gandhi Visit to Japan 


New Avenues of Investment, Collaboration 
46001489 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
25 Apr 88 p 9 


[Text] Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's two-day visit to 
Tokyo having opened up new avenues of Japanese 
investment and collaboration, a debate is in progress in 
Government on the methodology to be adopted for 
investment promotion, reports UNI. 
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The main options are two-fold-extension of loans, or 
increased equity participation. 


There are advantages and disadvantages for both the 
options. However, opinion seems weighted in favour of 
greater equity participation, because in the case of loans, 
repayment would start according to a schedule irrespec- 
tive of whether the project takes off in time or not. 


In the case of equity participation, repatriation of profits 
would begin only after commercial production com- 
mences in the project. In other words, loans demand 
greater efficiency in project execution in a country where 
time overruns and cost overruns in projects are very 
common. 


While in Tokyo, the Prime Minister had some free and 
frank talks not only with his counterpart Noboru 
Takeshita, but also with a group of top Japanese busi- 
nessmen, who were instrumental in bringing about 
Japan’s ‘economic miracle.’ The talks were most fruitful, 
paving the way for greater understanding and coopera- 
tion in the economic field. 


The discussions showed that in the light of India’s 
economic liberalisation programme set in motion in 
recent years—together with streamlining of regulations 
and procedures—there is an increasing interest in Japan 
in exploring investment possibilities in this country. 


The businessmen there, however, want creation of a 
better investment climate in India- their main problem, 
as one businessman put it, is the maze of procedures and 
bureaucratic red tape. 


One reason why they are interested in this country is its 
inherent economic strength. They visualise India emerg- 
ing as a major developed country in the 2!st century. 
They have also high regard for the performance and 
calibre of Indian scientists and technologists. 


On India’s part, while welcoming Japanese investment, 
Mr Gandhi made it clear, “We do not follow an entirely 
open door policy. We are selective.” 


The Indian interest is mainly in foreign investment that 
would promote exports, or improve export capability. 
Japanese cooperation has particularly helped in the 
upgradation of quality. In this context, Mr Gandhi has 
described the Maruti-Zuzuki collaboration for produc- 
tion of automobiles as a “model” with Indian managers 
and Japanese partners working together to achieve hig), 
levels of quality. 


Reacting to the positive suggestions from the Japanese 
side, Mr Gandhi announced the decision to create a “fast 
channel” for processing investment proposals from 
Japan. An interdepartmental group would also be in 
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touch with the Japanese entrepreneurs who want to 
interact with the Indian collaborators. The functioning 
of the “fast channel’’ would be monitored closely from 
the Prime Minister’s office. 


The discussions between the two sides were also helpful 
in clearing doubts relating to many other issues like 
indigenisation transfer of technology, procedures of 
profit repatriation, and duty structures. 


For cutting out delays and streamlining procedures, 
India has assured Japan that all efforts would be made to 
put into operation a “single window” system. In fact 
Finance Secretary S. Venkitaramanan, who was one of 
the top ranking officials assisting Mr Gandhi in the talks 
went to the extent of “making a commitment in the 
presence of my Prime Minister” about setting up a 
“single window” arrangement. 


When a high level Japanese economic mission visits 
India later this year, it is likely to find the Indian 
investment climate much more congenial than in the 
past. 


Indo-Japan economic and technical cooperation has 
been growing fast in the last few years. Japan’s technical- 
cum-financial collaborations are now over 820, consti- 
tuting more than eight per cent of India’s total overseas 
collaborations. 


Japan occupies the fourth position in this regard after 
Britain, the United States and West Germany. There 
collaborations cover a wide range of products from 
watches and television sets to machine tools, Hero- 
Honda cycles, Allwyn-Nissan, Toyo Kogyo-Punjab Trac- 
tors and some other tie-ups came through during the last 
several years. In all collaborations were approved in 
1986 and 26 in the last half of 1987. 


Japan is a member of the Aid India Consortium and 
India is the first country to which Japan extended the 
yen credit in 1958. 


Subsequently, it has provided supplier's credit for the 
purchase of ships, textile machinery, equipment for 
fertiliser plants, and grants-n-aid for laboratory equip- 
ment and LIG group houses, etc. 


Among the important projects financed by yen credits 
are: hydro-electric and thermal power, fertiliser plants, 
telecommunication network expansion, railways includ- 
ing Bombay Suburban Railways and Calcutta Metro, 
Cochin, Shipyard, Vizag outer Harbour, Bailadila iron 
ore project, oil exploration, and Hazira-Bijapur gas pipe- 
line project. 


In 1987, Japan was India’s largest donor of overseas 
development assistance with a pledge of 68.4 billion yen, 
and drought relief assistance of 29.5 billion. 
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Areas of Cooperation 
46001489 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
26 Apr 88 p 10 


[Text] The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) has said that Indian and Japanese 
enterprises could enter into “meaningful cooperation” in 
areas like industrial and entertainment electronics, 
petro-chemicals, manufacturing of auto parts and leather 
products, reports PTI. 


Disclosing this, a report released in the Capital on 
Sunday of the 20th joint meeting of the India-Japan 
business cooperation committees held in Tokyo said 
specialised working groups such as on electronics, engi- 
neering, non-conventional energy sources, joint ventures 
in marketing, leather products, readymade garments, 
fresh fruits and vegetables were set up. 


These committees, according to FICCI report, are func- 
tioning under the joint auspices of FICCI and Japan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry for providing an 
“institutional framework for enhancing trade and coop- 
eration between the two countries. 


The FICCI report pointed out that the Japanese firms 
could be encouraged to shift ‘production bases’ to India 
for such projects which had lost comparative cost advan- 
tage in Japan or in any other country where they had set 
up such ventures. 


The cheap labour, steady supply of raw materials, vast 
domestic demand and recent liberalisation policies of 
the Indian Government would enable Japan to produce 
goods at lower cost in India with adequate buy-back 
arrangements. 


However, there should be a concerted effort to encourage 
foreign investment in India. Insuring good quality, easy 
licensing norms, adequate infrastructure harmonised 
industrial relations were some of the pre-requisites for 
attracting Japanese investment. Also, the facilities to be 
extended in certain cases should be ‘industry specific.’ 
For example, for shifting production bases of ‘engi- 
neering plastics’ to overseas, the Japanese wanted exist- 
ence of user industry, clean environment, high educa- 
tional level, adequate infrastructure and Government 


support. : 


The FICCI report also underlined the vast scope for 
tapping growing market for consumer items in Japan. 
Indian Alphonso mangoes could be marketed exten- 
sively in Japan by ensuring good quality, better packag- 
ing and subjecting the consignments to vapour heat 
treatment. Also, there was considerable scupe for export 
of onions, pumpkins, cabbage, carrot, ginger, chicory, 
garlic and mushrooms. 
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Surveying the potential for export of readymade gar- 
ments, the FICCI report said that Indian firms should 
cooperate with Japanese companies in developing 
autumn and winter clothing. There should be constant 
monitoring to take stock of tastes and preferences of the 
Japanese. 


Referring to the huge size of the readymade imports of 
Japan which touched $2.14 billion in 1986, the FICCI 
report said India’s share was only $30 million amounting 
to 1.4 per cent. 


FICCI suggested setting up triangular joint ventures 
between trading houses, manufacturing units and Indian 
companies on the lines of the Scomitomo Corporation 
project in Madras. 


08309 


Papers Report Madras Meeting of All-India 
Congress-I 


Opening Day’s Session 
46001486 Madras THE HINDU in English 
24 Apr 88 p 1 


[By K.K. Katyal] 


[Excerpt] Kamarajnagar (Madras), April 23. The 
AICC(I), a broad-based body of some 1,100 delegates, 
today readily endorsed the economic and foreign policies 
of the Government and the Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, demonstrating his unchallenged supremacy in 
the ruling party. 


There was hardly any jarring note in the proceedings of 
the inaugural day of the two-day session, either during 
the unusually lengthy discussion on the economic reso- 
lution or when the document on international affairs was 
nearly disposed of. 


Mr. Gandhi's opening address, notable for the severity of 
attack on the Opposition, remained the highlight of the 
day. That he was the tallest in the party was evident from 
a look at the dais, where other senior leaders and 
organisational functionaries were seated besides him. 


Document Not Ready 


In the past, AICC sessions always started with the 
political resolution. A departure became necessary 
because this document was not ready today and will 
therefore be taken up tomorrow. At last night’s meeting 
of the working committee, several participants found the 
political draft too mild. They wanted greater punch to be 
introduced in it, particularly in the references to the 
Opposition parties. They, as one senior leader explained, 
were seething with anger because of the humiliation at 
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the hands of the Opposition in many States, including 
some ruled by the Congress(I), and pleaded for a sharper 
focus on this point. As a result, the draft had to be 
re-phrased. 


There was no such problem with the economic or foreign 
policy resolutions. The first document did generate a 
lively discussion, particularly when the Union Minister, 
Mr Vasant Sathe’s remarks on the public sector were not 
liked by some others, but no changes were considered 
necessary. Mr. Sathe referred to the heavy losses suffered 
by certain public sector units and made a case for closure 
in such cases. This evoked sharp reaction, with one 
participant inquiring whether Mr. Sathe was pleading for 
privatisation. The Prime Minister cited the case of 
defence industries in the State sector which had done 
remarkably well. 


Come-back Trail 


At the open session today, this controversy did not 
surface. As a matter of fact delegates vied with one 
another in commending the Government approach. The 
fact that the economic resolution was moved by the 
former Gujarat Chief Minister, Mr. Madhavsinh 
Solanki, not long ago a bitter critic of the Central 
leadership’s style, and who had recently been inducted 
into the Rajya Sabha, did not go unnoticed. Some felt he 
was on the come-back trail, others interpreted it as 
another pointer of Mr. Gandhi’s preference for the old 
guard, the first being the last reshuffle of the Union 
Cabinet. 


Mr. Gandhi took note of the strong sentiments at last 
night’s discussion and chose strong idioms to indict the 
Opposition for its present role. 


Gandhi Opening Speech 
46001486 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
24 Apr 88 p I 


[By Subhash Kirpekar] 


[Text] Kamarajnagar, April 23. The Congress party 
president, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, cautioned Pakistan today 
that meddling in Punjab was not in the interests of 
Pakistan or its people, who wanted to have good rela- 
tions with the people of India. 


Delivering his presidential speech at the start of the 
two-day AICC session, Mr Gandhi said: “*We hope they 
will abandon their nuclear pretensions. We hope they 
will cease meddling in our affairs. That is the only road 
to genuine and sincere normalisation of relations.” 


On Punjab, the Congress president said: ““we are ready to 
talk to anyone who accepts the Indian Constitution and 
gives up violence.” India’s efforts to bring peace to 
Punjab were being hampered by Pakistan’s blatant help 
to the terrorists, he said. 
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On Sri Lanka, Mr Gandhi said: ““We are always ready for 
talks with the LTTE provided they lay down arms and 
accept the Indo-Sri Lanka agreement.” 


Expressing his determination to step out boldly in get- 
ting technology and know-how from abroad, Mr Gandhi 
said: “If we need to associate foreign investment, on our 
terms, to attract technology or to enter markets, we will 
do so.” 


The Soviet Union and China, which were far more 
cautious than India, were experimenting with new con- 
cepts and putting into practice idea which only five years 
ago would have been considered theoretical. 


There was nothing in any ideology which said that 
adaptation and change were regressive. Only those who 
were confident could step out boldly and make their 
mark. This was necessary in achieving the twin objective 
of “‘garibi hatao and bekari hatao.”’ The anti-poverty 
programmes seemed to be losing their momentum 
because of the stagnation in agriculture, he said. 


Regrettably, whoever drafted Mr Gandhi's speech 
betrayed an appalling ignorance of the Congress party’s 
history. Declaring that the struggle lay in keeping the 
party responsive to emerging challenges, the speech- 
writer said that each era had its own focus. 


Then came the devastating observation: ‘When Gandhi 
came to the Congress scene, it was something of a 
drawing room society, a debating club.”” There was no 
mention of the then prevailing upsurge for freedom. 


Nehru faced the problem of converting a party of strug- 
gle into a party of governance. Mrs Gandhi faced a 
different problem—the party had decayed, become a 
prisoner of vested interests fast losing touch with the 
masses that were once its lifeblood. She rid it of reac- 
tionary elements and restored the focus on the poor and 
the underprivileged. It did not say what the party was 
like now except for stating the need to keep it vibrant 
and alive and rededicating itself to serving the people. 


“As politicians, we are confronted by a popular suspi- 
cion of what we stand for. We are not entirely trusted. 
Our morality, our standards, our motives are all too 
readily questioned,” Mr Gandhi observed. 


“Too many are once-in-five-year friends of our constit- 
uents. Too many of us equate service of the people with 
simply getting things done for a privileged few. We seem 
to have forgotten that politics is meant to be for the 
benefit of the people, not for the advantage of the 
politician,” he said. 


The “pep talk” delivered by Mr Gandhi was obviously 
aimed at letting the partymen know that they could bank 
on him to lead the party to victory and that the uproar in 
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Parliament and outside over scandals on kick-backs were 
nothing but a passing phase. He also chided the leftists 
for their failure to recognise the reactionaries for what 
they were. 


“Perhaps the talk of ’natural allies** has whetted their 
electoral appetities and fed them delusions of power,” 
the prime minister remarked. 


Mr Gandhi made it abundantly clear to his partymen 
that the only party which identified itself with the poor 
and the oppressed, which could protect India’s indepen- 
dence, unity and integrity, and the only party which had 
a progressive ideology was the Congress. The other 
speakers followed up by saying that the only leader who 
could lead such a party was Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 


The opposition was assailed for spreading “slander, 
smear and vilification.” They might have temporary 
success now and then but they could not endure as they 
lacked substance and were bereft of ideology. 


“They speak with different voices from different plat- 
forms. They are masters of expediency and slaves to 
opportunism. The people recognise them for what they 
are. They will rebuff them when the time comes,” Mr 
Gandhi said. 


Regretting ;that there was too much opposition for the 
sake of opposing, Mr Gandhi observed that sometimes it 
could be dangerous. “Even when Indian soldiers in Sri 
Lanka are laying down their lives for the security of the 
region, some parties preferred partnership to patrio- 
tism,” he remarked. 


When demands were raised in Parliament to get to the 
truth about alleged scandals, Mr Gandhi stated, the 
government had responded promptly. 


According to the prime minister, the proudest achieve- 
ment of his government was that the country had held 
together, the three major areas of tension—Punjab, 
Assam and Mizoram—two had been defused. Had Sant 
Longowal lived, the Punjab problem would also have 
been solved. 


Report on Economic Resolution 
46001486 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
24 Apr 88 p 1 


[By Subhash Chakravarti] 


[Text] Kamaraknagar. April 23. Despite the campaign by 
some of the old guard to invest the economic resolution 
with elective radical rhetoric, the AICC today adopted a 
rather middle-of-the-road document which admits the 
inadequacies of the public sector and accords impor- 
tance to the private sector. 
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The authors of the original document succeeded in 
prevailing upon the critics to play the socialist card on a 
low key. 


Interestingly enough, some of the chief ministers pre- 
ferred a greater radical thrust in the economic resolution. 
They did not fight shy to claim that their ears were close 
the ground and a shift in strategy was necessary prior to 
the elections. [as printed] 


The resolution read more like the handiwork of seasoned 
bureaucrats rather than a political document. It is more 
a record of official success and failure in managing the 
economy instead of outlining a policy document. 


One innocent member, while praising the socialist poli- 
cies of Mr Rajiv Gandhi, spoke for at least six minutes 
eulogising the achievements of Japan and South Korea 
in transforming their economies in the shortest possible 
time. He believed India would attain similar develop- 
ment in shorter time. 


With only a few exceptions like the former Gujarat chief 
minister, Mr Madhavsinh Solanki, the rest of the speak- 
ers sang paeans to the quality of Mr Gandhi’s leadership. 
The resolution adopted by the AICC after nearly ten 
hours of discussion described socialism as the central 
goal of the party to eliminate poverty. It also reaffirmed 
its commitment to planning in a democratic set-up as the 
principal instrument for building a national economy. 
The resolution set store by what it called distributive 
justice and a self-reliant industrial economy. 


\.imitting the pivotal position of the public sector in the 
ecunomy, the resolution regretted that the resources 
expected from public sector surpluses for financing the 
seventh plan had not been available so far. It said the 
party’s commitment to the public sector should logically 
lead to all effective steps being taken to remove all 
weaknesses for it to retain the commanding heights in 
the economy. 


It favoured creating the necessary managerial environ- 
ment and full accountability which would enable the 
public sector to operate efficiently, to grow bigger, better 
and stronger and to contribute adequately towards 
financing development. 


It claimed that despite the worst drought of the century, 
the timely intervention by the government averted suf- 
fering of the people in vulnerable areas. The AICC 
complimented the government on its effective manage- 
ment of relief. 


It wanted to ensure adequate outlay to achieve the 
overall growth targets even at the cost of drastic cuts in 
non-plan expenditure. It said that the effect of drought 
on agricultural output highlighted the continuing depen- 
dence of Indian agriculture on the vagaries of weather. 
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The resolution on international affairs, which was pre- 
sented by Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao to the AICC, com- 
mended the efforts of Mr Rajiv Gandhi to have friendly 
and good-neighbourly relations with China. It wished the 
Prime Minister all success. 


The resolution also expressed concern over Pakistan's 
persistent efforts to acquire nuclear capability. It urged 
the government to take all appropriate steps io meet the 
threat from Pakistan. 


Closing Day’s Speeches 
46001486 Madras THE HINDU in English 
25 Apr 88 p 1 


[By K.K. Katyal] 


[Text] Kamarajnagar (Madras), April 24. The two-day 
AICC(I) session, ending this evening, had a sting in the 
tail—a bitter, virulent attack by the Union Home Min- 
ister, Mr Buta Singh, against the former President, Mr. 
Zail Singh, for conspiracies hatched in Rashtrapati Bha- 
van against the leadership. 


What he said was already known—that Mr. Zail Singh 
considered the possibility of dismissing the Rajiv Gov- 
ernment and that, in the process, the services of private 
jurists were used. But the severity of the criticism and the 
details of the controversial episodes, as given by the 
Home Minister, caused a sensation, it was for the first 
time after the retirement of Mr. Zail Singh that 
responsible member of the Government made public the 
feelings of the high-ups. 


Some of the points made by Mr. Buta Singh had been 
mentioned by Mr. K.K. Tewary, former Minister of 
State for Public Enterprises in July last year...just before 
the change in Presidency, but Mr. Zail Singh had taken 
strong exception to that, threatening, in protest to boy- 
cott the recording of his farewell message by the televi- 
sion and the radio. He was mollified only when Mr. 
Tewary was dropped from the Council of Ministers. 


‘Unheard of Happenings’ 


The Rashtrapati Bhavan, said Mr. Buta Singh, became 
the most dangerous security risk for the rest of the 
country, with persons prosecuted for various offences 
given free shelter, with the Supreme Court ordering 
inquiry to find out whether the place was used for 
smugglers and FERA violators. Most of the happenings, 
according to Mr. Buta Singh, had not come to light but 
people had the right to know what was cooking— 
“unheard of things’ happened in Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
all norms were thrown to the winds, the services of a 
retired journalist were used for drafting letters, the 
exercise was conducted in the guest house of a big 
industrialist and several drafts were prepared for the 
dismissal of the Rajiv Government. 
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What added a new dimension to Mr. Buta Singh’s attack 
was the fact that, during the period of the crisis last year, 
he and the Minister of State, Mr. Rajesh Pilot, were in 
continuous touch with the Rashtrapati Bhavan in a bid 
to humour Mr. Zail Singh into giving up his extreme 
postures. 


The political resolution, which was adopted after day- 
long discussion contained a reference to these episodes, 
without of course, specifying the main actors. The 
advance summary given by the party general secretary, 
Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad, did not convey these nuances. 
Witness the following words of the political document: 
“Particularly reprehensible was the attempt to use high 
office and authority to suborn the Constitution, set aside 
the verdict of the electorate and split the Congress itself. 
But the patriotism of the party rank and file and of the 
elected representatives of the people prevented the con- 
spiracy from succeeding and, in the process, these forces, 
in their anti-Congress myopia, became irrelevant to the 
problems of the people.” 


Attempt at Subversion 


Mr. Buta Singh was not the only one to expand on this 
point. The former Punjab Chief Minister, Mr. Darbara 
Singh, who moved the political resolution, and the 
Minister of State for Home Affairs, Mr. P. Chidamba- 
ram also dealt with it. Winding up the debate, Mr. 
Darbara Singh referred to the attempt “made from the 
highest office of the country” to subvert the Constitution 
in collusion with those who wanted the Congress to split 
after their walking out of it. 


Mr. Chidambaram recalled the “new” interpretation 
sought to be given to the Constitution—to make the 
President all-powerful and ine Prime Minister subservi- 
ent to him. Mr. Chidambaram, who had defended in the 
Lok Sabha the Government’s stand against the Presi- 
dent's right to information, repeated the point for the 
benefit of the party delegates. The Prime Minister was 
not bound under the Constitution to furnish all the 
information to the President, he said, adding: “Rajiv 
Gandhi is the Prime Minister of India, not the principal 
information officer to the President.”’ Also, he decried 
what he perceived were attempts to make India a mon- 
archy. 


“Rupees 40 crores was the price they fixed for democ- 
racy and presidency’ —was his pungent comment on Mr. 
Zail Singh’s recent disclosure that some, including those 
in the ruling party, were prepared to spend this amount, 
had he agreed to offer himself for contest against the 
Congress(I)'s official nominee. 


V.P. Singh Attacked 


The former Defence Minister, Mr. V.P. Singh of the Jan 
Morcha, was another target of attacks. The political 
document referred to him in these words: “The anti- 
Congress forces were once again dreaming of a new 
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version of a grand alliance under a new prophet of 
untruth. Needless to say, the combination is reactionary 
to the core. Its feudal, casteist and communal underpin- 
nings can hardly be concealed. It is from these forces that 
the country has to be rescued.” 


These attacks served to overshadow the discussion on 
the political resolution, even the Prime Minister, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi's closing address in which he found fault 
with the non-Congress(I) Governments particularly in 
the south, for launching populist programmes like distri- 
bution of chappals, cloth and dhotis, and thus squander- 
ing the State’s investments for personal gain. 


While closing the overnight debate on the resolution on 
international relations, the Information and Broadcast- 
ing Minister, Mr. H.K.L. Bhagat, moved an amendment 
to record the AICC(I)’s “high appreciation of the out- 
standing contribution Mr. Rajiv Gandhi has made in the 
international field in the last 3-1/2 years. The interna- 
tional community has on more than one occasion 
acknowledged the pivotal role India, under his leader- 
ship, has played in easing tensions, enlarging the area of 
agreement and strengthening the forces of peace and 
good-will.” The resolution, lavishly praised Mr. 
Gandhi's lead in world affairs. 


Undefined Membership 


There was one catch in regard to the full-throated 
approval of the Government’s policies by the two-day 
session. The composition of the AICC(I) is undefined so 
much so that even the central party office in New Delhi 
does not have record of its members. It is supposed to be 
the body that was elected in the last organisational 
elections in 1972. In the .5 years since, there were 
several vacancies due to deaths, desertion and splits—of 
which, too, no record is available. These gaps were filled 
by nominated members. Whether this category or those 
elected in 1972 dominate the AICC(I) and its represen- 
tative character is open to doubt. 


Under the party constitution, the Congress Parliamen- 
tary Party is to elect 15 members from among its ranks to 
become ex-officio members of the AICC(I). Naturally, 
they are to be chosen every time a new Lok Sabha is 
formed. There had been no election for the 15 seats 
although three new Lok Sabhas were formed. At Kama- 
rajnagar, some of these who were elected by the parlia- 
mentary party in 1972 chose to show up and were 
accepted as AICC(I) members, even though they had 
ceased to be MPs—with some of them having tried their 
luck in other parties during the intervening period. 


Party Elections 


All State, district and block-level elections of the organi- 
sation would be completed and the units brought to their 
full strength by the end of August, Mr. Ghulam Nabi 
Azad told the concluding session. 


22 
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The next AICC(I) session will be held on October this 
year, probably in Jammu and Kashmir, he said. 


Gandhi Closing Speech 
46001486 Madras THE HINDU in English 
25 Apr 88 p 1 


[Text] Kamarajnagar (Madras), April 24. The Prime 
Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, today criticised “populist 
programmes” such as distribution of highly subsidised 
rice, clothes ana chappals, announced by non-Congress 
State Governments. These Governments were only pre- 
tending to be socialists, he added. 


“Socialism must mean that the Government acts in the 
interest of the people, the poor and the backward, and 
every act of the Government is for the people; no 
Government which acts in a manner that damages 
investments in the long run can be a socialist Govern- 
ment,” he said, winding up the two-day AICC session at 
Kamarajnagar. 


Many non-Congress Governments, especially in the 
South, the Prime Minister said, were coming out with a 
variety of populist programmes which they could not 
afford to implement. “We can afford only what we are 
able to generate, and if you are spending more on such 
populist programmes you are only charging the people 
for the bills,” he said. 


Spending on unaffordable populist programmes, the 
non-Congress Governments find themselves without 
money for dams, for industrial development and for 
investments to build the State. Whatever investments 
the Congress Governments in the States had made were 
sold in the name of socialism in the few years when that 
party was out of power. “Is it socialism if a Government 
cannot pay its bills, pay the salaries of its employees for 
two or three months? I do not call it socialism if a 
particular Government is willing to sell the investments 
in the State for its personal gains; the Congress party will 
never stoop to that level,” he said. 


The Prime Minister said this problem of Opposition 
parties could be traced to their ideologies. The Congress 
ideology was based on principles which were drawn from 
the country’s history, culture and heritage and the ideals 
of Gandhiji, Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. 
“Because our roots go deep into India’s heritage, our 
policies are always linked to India.” 


Borrowed ideologies: On the other hand, he said, the 
ideologies of the various Opposition parties were bor- 
rowed—some from the socialist countries and others 
from the capitalist countries. ““They have no link with 
our heritage or culture and, therefore, not linked with the 
grassroots of our country.” 


While the Congress did not have a written formula for 
solving problems, the Opposition parties sought solu- 
tions in books written 60 or 70 years ago which had 
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nothing to do with India. There were others who had 
been using those books but they were updating them. 
“Our friends here do not want to look at the updated 
ones.” 


Recalling the various suggestions made by speakers 
during the debate on the various resolutions, Mr. Gandhi 
said the thrust was on what the Congress party should do 
to remove poverty and unemployment and improve the 
lot of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and the 
weaker sections of society. 


Not a mere slogan: The Congress philosophy, he 
explained, had a national perspective and the party 
never looked at things in a narrow or sectarian manner. 
The party’s basic goal of “‘garibi hatao—bekhari hatao” 
(remove poverty, remove unemployment) was not a 
mere slogan but a practical proposition. 


The one problem which had been pointed out, he said, 
was that the linkages were incomplete in respect of the 
various programmes for development. He agreed that 
“democracy is very strong at the top but as we get down 
to the grassroots we see tremendous weakness.” It was 
necessary to build the lower level democratic institutions 
such as the local bodies and zilla parishads if the devel- 
opment was to be keyed to removal of poverty and reach 
out to the poor, he said. 


Stressing the importance of planned development, the 
Prime Minister said, there was no alternative to achieve 
socialism and progress. The alternatives to every pro- 
gressive measure of the Congress party suggested by the 
Opposition parties from the days of Jawaharlal Nehru 
would “sell our independence, weaken the nation and 
not allow us to stand on our feet.”” Whatever be the odds, 
the Congress had to carry on its chosen path to take the 
country to its glorious position, Mr. Gandhi said. 


District-level planning: In order to tune the developmen- 
tal programmes to the needs and aspirations of the 
weaker sections, the Prime Minister said the planning 
process should start at the district level. Although pro- 
grammes had been announced for industrialisation of 
backward areas not much success had been achieved 
because “nobody wants to move away from the capitals 
of Central and State Governments, the seats of power.” 
The situation must change and there should be greater 
decentralisation and more autonomy given to the local 
bodies, he said. 


For the preparation of the Eighth Plan, the Prime 
Minister said he had asked the Planning Commission to 
go down to the district level and not conjure up sitting in 
Delhi. The gap between planning and implementation 
should be removed. “We have already started this exper- 
iment with the special plans for agriculture at the district 
level,” he said, adding that these plans would be coordi- 
nated at the State and national levels. “With this change, 
I hope the country will have a more dynamic Eighth 
Plan,” he said. 
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Affirming the Congress party's faith in secularism, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi said the policy did not mean irreligion but 
giving equal prominence and position to all religions. 
Among the Opposition parties some acted on the basis of 
one religion while the others were strangely anti-all 
religions. “Neither fits into our heritage and our civili- 
sation; it is alien to our system and if the parties are 
allowed to remain and gain strength, they will weaken 
the very roots of our civilisation; we cannot allow them 
to function in this country,” said the Prime Minister. 


Excerpts of Political Resolution 
46001486 Madras THE HINDU in English 
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{ 1 ext] Kamarajnagar, (Madras), April 24. The following 
are the excerpts from the political resolution adopted by 
the AICC(I) today. 


The past three years have been a period of special 
challenge and resounding response. Much has indeed 
happened; yet it held no real surprises. The forces of 
reaction and destabilisation, joining hands with funda- 
mentalist elements, continued their age-old game, only 
on a more vicious pattern. The Congress and its leader 
had to bear the brunt of unfounded and unprincipled 
attack, only in a more intensified form. These forces, 
lacking in positive content as always, tried to make up 
for it with unfounded personal vilification, through a 
campaign of falsehood and slander against Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi. Particularly reprehensible was the attempt to 
use high office and authority to suborn the Constitution, 
set aside the verdict of the electorate, and split the 
Congress itself. But the patriotism and discipline of the 
party rank and file and of the elected representatives, 
prevented the conspiracy from succeeding. In the pro- 
cess, these forces, in their anti-Congress myopia, became 
irrelevant to the problems of the people. 


Most political parties in India today other than the 
Congress present a picture of complete lack of grasp of 
the country’s long-term and basic issues. They are in a 
state of utter ideological confusion, interspersed by 
attempts to forge opportunistic and unprincipled alli- 
ances to grab political power somehow. A few of them 
claim progressive credentials and “re seen in the main- 
stream on issues like foreign policy. But strangely 
enough, on domestic issues they have no compunction in 
making common cause with the forces of right reaction. 
Such combinations have appeared in the country from 
time to time and ended up in total failure in delivering 
goods to the people. The Janata Party experiment is too 
well-known to risk a repetition. Their attitude is based 
on a blatant illogic born of petty and short-term partisan 
considerations. 


The major component of anti-Congress forces is led by 
those whose political lineage is irretrievably linked to 
status quoism. Their role has persisted since Indepen- 
dence. In Jawaharlal Nehru’s time, the same forces 
opposed planning. They opposed the establishment of 
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the public sector. They abhorred the prospect of the 
public sector occupying the commanding heights of the 
national economy. They did their best to pillory the 
noble architect of modern India. After his death, as if 
suddenly discovering their deep and abiding love for 
Nehru, they castigated Indira Gandhi for having forgot- 
ten the legacy of her father. The line-up against her was 
the same as that against Jawaharlal Nehru. She was 
confronted with the Grand Alliance and was subjected to 
a host of vicious charges. All her unrelenting endeavours 
to preserve the unity and integrity of the nation were 
rewarded by a chorus of hate and villification. 


After Indira Gandhi’s assassination, the very same forces 
are now pursuing with single-minded determination 
their objective of undermining India’s security, inter alia 
by pouring scorn on the heroism and self-sacrifice of our 
brave jawans in Sri Lanka. They are totally oblivious of 
the serious dimensions of external support to terrorists 
in Punjab and several of them miss no opportunity of 
er;couraging secessionist forces. They have turned their 
face against productivity, against mobilisation of 
resources and against forward movement. They have 
developed a vested interest in ossified structures of 
thought and action that impede the flowering of the 
productive forces in India. In the name of freedom and 
democracy they are resorting to blatant falsehood, 
undermining the national morale, poisoning the vitals of 
our institutional framework and eroding the very foun- 
dations of faith in the future of our ancient land. They 
are once again dreaming of a new version of the Grand 
Alliance under a new prophet of untruth. Needless to 
say, the combination is reactionary to the core. Its feudal 
casteist and communal underpinnings can hardly be 
concealed. It is from these forces that the country has to 
be rescued. 


It is obvious that the country cannot face the challenges 
of the future with this extremely disperate and aimless 
political fabric. On the Congress(I) alone, therefore, 
devolves the task of the country’s unification—ideolog- 
ical, political, social and economic. 


The Rajiv Gandhi era has been characterised by unprec- 
edented political stability established by the most solid 
support of the people. It aimed at the twin objectives of 
unification and construction and focused on the 
country’s future, even to the subordination of immediate 
party interests. The Accords on Punjab, Assam and 
Mizoram and the advent of stability in Jammu and 
Kashmir signified a bold approach to solve the problems 
of the day so that attention could then be concentrated 
on long and medium-term imperatives and on the 
deployment of specific technologies to specific problems 
of the masses of people. India’s role in international 
affairs promised to assume exceptional prominence, 
with the ideal combination of adherence to principle and 
a dynamic will to address specific issues. The prospect, 
overail, appeared to be very bright and refreshing. The 
forces of destabilisation, however, could not view this 
with equanimity. Their attempts at disruption were 
redoubled. 
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After the Accord in Punjab, the situation suddenly 
turned for the worse with Sant Longowal’s assassination. 
An all-out effort was made to instal and support a 
Government of the people’s choice which, after some 
initial success, found itself unequal to the task of dealing 
with the fast deteriorating situation, through missed 
opportunities and half-hearted measures. As a conse- 
quence, an infinitely more difficult task faces us today, 
compounded by the acquisition, across the Pakistan 
border, of extremely sophisticated arms such as missiles, 
rockets, etc., by the terrorists in Punjab. The Golden 
Temple is once again a fortress of terrorism. The foreign 
hand is at work overtime, even as the doubters from 
some Opposition parties demand proof of its existence. 
The AICC therefore fully supports the recent Constitu- 
tional Amendment to enable the Union Government to 
impose Emergency provisions in the State of Punjab. 


Communalism and Terrorism 


It is clear that communalism and terrorism cannot be 
allowed to hold the country to ransom. The secular state 
must assert itself and the misuse of religious places for 
breeding terrorist and anti-national activities must be 
curbed with all our might. The whole country stands 
behind the measures adopted to safeguard the nation’s 
integrity and secular fabric. The AICC(I) appeals to all 
secular minded forces to come and act together on this 
issue. The AICC deplores the nefarious attempts of some 
persons to misinterpret religious scriptures so as to make 
them appear to sanction anti-national tendencies. 
Attempts are also being made to misinterpret the Indian 
Constitution so as to defeat its avowed objectives. The 
AICC condemns these attempts and calls upon the 
Government to put down these forces effectively. 


The threats, internal and external, to the country’s unity 
and integrity clearly require a strong and effective Centre 
and any attempt to misconstrue the Constitution which 
has the effect of weakening the Centre in any manner, 
cannot be countenanced, whether in the name of 
strengthening the States or otherwise. The AICC reiter- 
ates its views “ubmitted to the Commission on Centre- 
State relations and affirms that a strong Centre, apart 
from being indispensable for the country, does not 
weaken the States. It is in this spirit that the governance 
of the country should be carried on. The provisions of 
the Constitution envisage a balance between the Centre 
and the States and expect mature handling of issues so as 
to honour this balance in letter and spirit. 


The AICC presents the following Pledge of the Day for 
adoption by Congressmen, Congress Committees and all 
patriots: 

(i) To defend the country’s unity and integrity; 


(ii) To fight all anti-national, secessionist and extremist 
forces; 


(iti) To conybat violence and fundamentalism; 
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(iv) To promote tolerance and non-violence as the basis 
of our social philosophy; 


(v) To protect ali religious and linguistic minorities and 
ensure faithful implementation of Indira Gandhi's Fif- 
teen Point Programme; 


(vi) To provide equal and ample opportunities for the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Backward 
Classes and all socially and economically disadvantaged 
sections and make them full partners in the process of 
development; 


(vii) To enable women to overcome their traditional 
handicaps and disabilities, and enlarge their opportuni- 
ties to participate in nation building activities; 


(viii) To strengthen the socialist foundations of modern 
Indian society; 


(ix) To reorganise our agriculture and industry to pro- 
vide productive employment for all and remunerative 
prices to the farmer; 


(x) To revitalise the planning process from the district 
level upwards; 


(xi) To promote workers’ participation in the manage- 
ment of industry and ensure full social justice to the 
working class; 


(xii) To promote innovation and excellence in science 
and technology to solve the basic problems of the people; 


(xiii) To carry forward the programme of human 
resource development with full involvement of our 
youth in a massive programme such as family planning, 
NCC, NSS all over the country; and 


(xiv) To work ceaselessly, through the policy of non- 
alignment, for world peace, disarmament, international 
cooperation and the oneness of humankind. 


In the days of the freedom struggle, Mahatma Gandhi 
gave the Congress and the country a 14-point construc- 
tive programme. The programme constituted a practical 
code of action for our colleagues and compatriots. The 
AICC hopes that the 14 Point Pledge outlined above will 
likewise strengthen our party’s capacity to work for the 
ideals bequeathed to us by Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Indira Gandhi. We shall never falter. 
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Papers Report on CPI National Council Meeting 


Press Briefing, Documents 
46001485 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
25 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] New Delhi, April 24. The CPI has recommended 
according special status to Punjab within the parameters 
of the Constitution, while clearly enunciating that the 
demand for a “theocratic” state raised by the extremists 
would not be countenanced. 


The party general secretary, Mr C. Rajeswara Rao, told 
newsmen yesterday that special provisions of the Con- 
stitution had already been created for Nagaland and 
Mizoram and even Marathawada and Gujarat, besides 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


Briefing newsinen on the five-day deliberations of the 
CPI national council which ended on Friday, Mr Rao 
said the social mosaic in a vast land like India was full of 
peculiarities which might need to be addressed from 
time to time by focussing special attention. 


Details of character of special status could be worked out 
by the political system, Mr Rao noted, saying it did not 
at all have to be the same as Article 370 which applied to 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


Talking of the forthcoming by-election to the seven 
parliamentary and 1! assembly constituencies, the CPI 
general secretary said his party would support candidates 
on their individual merits. 


He skirted a question on the desired electoral adjust- 
ments and alignments in the next general election. Party 
sources said the national council did not address this 
matter at all. However, the political resolution has noted 
that efforts were being mounted to consolidate a centrist 
“combine,” which would have seat adjustments both 
with the left and the right. 


Made without comment, this reference has been juxta- 
posed with the party’s aim to work for a front of “left and 
democratic secular parties based on a programme of 
anti-imperialism, secularism reversal of Rajiv Gandhi’s 
economic policies and defence of democracy and 
national unity.” 


In a subsequent paragraph the political resolution states 
that the danger of communalism must not be underesti- 
mated. It says while the RSS was trying to woo the 
Congress, the BJP was trying to use the non-leftist 
opposition forces “in its game of capturing power by 
utilising the soft line toward the BJP adopted by some 
opposition leaders out of opportunist electoral consider- 
ations.” 








JPRS-NEA-88-041 
15 June 1988 


Meeting after July last year, the national council under- 
scored the place it attaches to the situation in Punjab by 
elevating Mr Satyapal Dange, the highly-respected party 
leader from Punjab who is in the forefront of the fight 
against terrorism, to the central executive committee of 
the party. 


A veteran communist, Mr Dange has been out of the 
executive for more than a decade for reasons of conten- 
tion of different points of emphasis within the party’s 
tactical line. His return to the executive demonstrates in 
a sense the broad convergence of views in the CPI when 
Punjab is viewed as the biggest domestic problem. 


For the first time in its history, the national council 
changed the party constitution to insert an enabling 
provision for the creation of the post of deputy general 
secretary. Sources said this did not necessarily mean that 
anyone would be appointed to the post, but only that an 
incumbent could be installed at any time if the need 
arose and even taken out if it became necessary. The 
national council did not discuss any names for the post. 


The national council recorded restoration of ties 
between the CPI and the Communist Party of China, 
which was formalised by the recent two-week visit to 
China by a delegation of party leaders led by Mr Rao. 


A communique said party-to-party relations were 
restored “on the basis of Marxism, and in keeping with 
the four principles of independence, equality, mutual 
self-respect and mutual non-interference in each other’s 
affairs.” 


Referring to the 30-year-old ideological conflict between 
them, Mr Rao said both parties had decided to “let 
bygones be bygones.” 


The communique said with regard to Indo-China ties, 
that China wanted improvement of relations between 
the two countries as “this would not only help peace in 
Asia but also in the whole world.” 


However, it pointed out that the CPC was not prepared 
to accept the McMahon line as the border between the 
two countries, because it had been imposed by the 
British. But the CPC thought that a peaceful solution to 
the border question could be found respecting national 
sentiments and history on both sides and through mutual 
and friendly understanding and mutual accommodation. 


The last was reiterated by the Chinese leadership, Mr 
Rao told newsmen. 


The communique noted that the Chinese did not want 
any violations of the line of actual control from either 
side. It said the Chinese leaders wanted the development 
of economic and cultural relations between the two 
counties, which “need not wait (till) the solution of the 
border problem.” 
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““Our delegation thought this is a correct approach,” the 
communique observed, saying that the establishing of 
such relations would create a favourable atmosphere for 
the border solution itself. 


Taking note of the changes in the Soviet Union since the 
emergence of the leadership of Mr Mihail Gorbachov, 
the national council said it “generally appreciates” the 
approach adopted in Mr Gorbachov’s report to the 
jubilee meeting of the 70th anniversary of the October 
revolution held last year, and its observations on the 
“distinguishing features of the present-day world which 
demand a new way of thinking.” 


“The report contains a number of new concepts which 
require further study as their implications,” the national 
council observed. 


It also noted that the CPI “‘and all progressive forces,” 
welcomed the several initiatives in the international 
sphere flowing from the new (Soviet) political thinking. 
They were also “keenly watching” the process of recon- 
struction and revolutionary renewal of society in the 
USSR and other socialist countries, “which are thereby 
enhancing the attraction of socialism as a truly humane 
system serving and elevating mankind.” 


New Officers Elected 
46001485 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
25 Apr 88 p 5 


[Text] The CPI on Saturday announced its decision to 
intensify mass movements on various fronts to build a 
strong base for a Left and democratic alternative to the 
Congress Government. 


The party’s National Council, which met recently, also 
called for an all-India campaign on Punjab by Left and 
secular partics “to counter the grave threat to our 
national unity and integrity. 


The National Council asked the CPI’s mass organisa- 
tions to “draw in the large masses who have been 
attracted to the Left in the preparations for the 9 
December rally, Bharat Bandh and other struggles,” a 
communique stated. 


In a resolution on Punjab, the National Council 
expressed grave concern heightened at the degree of 
terror unleashed by the extremists. This was caused by 
their failure to incite Hindu-Sikh tension and religious 
strife in the State on the one hand and the profuse supply 
of highly sophisticated arms from Pakistan. Added to 
this is the demoralisation in the law and order machinery 
due to the “calculated risks” policy of secret deals 
followed by the Centre. 


Deploring the continued refusal of the Centre and Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi to call an all-party meeting at the 
national level for a consensus on measures for a solution 
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to the Punjab problem, the National Council urged 
tackling the problem at all three levels—administrative, 
political and grassroots mass level. 


Mr Rajeswara Rao suggested that a solution could be 
found on the basis of constitutional provisions and cited 
the examples of Jammu and Kashmir, Nagaland, 
Marathwada, Mizoram and Gujarat. He, however, 
stressed “We do not want a theocratic state in India.” 


Meanwhile, the National Council accepted the resigna- 
tions of four members from the Central Executive Com- 
mittee on grounds of health while five members were 
elected to the CEC. 


The members who resigned are Mr N.K. Krishnan, Mr 
Sunil Mukherjee, Mr Biswanath Mukherjee and Mr Raj 
Bahadur Gour. 


Newly-elected members to the CEC are Mr Pauly 
Parakkal, editor of NEW AGE, Mr Piara Singh Deosi, 
CPI’s Punjab State Council secretary, Mr Satyapal Dang, 
veteran CPI leader, Mr Loknath Choudhary, secretary of 
the Utkal State council of the party and Mr G. Yella- 
manda Reddy, president of Bharatiya Khet Mazdoor 
Union. 


Pointing to the involvement of the Pakistan and US 
Governments in Punjab, CPI general secretary C. Rajes- 
war Rao said, “We will have to live with this thing for a 
long time.” He said the problem “cannot be solved 
instantaneously. 


Mr Rao said that evidence was mounting to prove that 
what Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi told Parliament 
about middlemen in the Bofors deal ‘“‘was not a fact,” 
adds PTI. 


He said that it was apparent from reports in the press 
that “Hindujas acted as middlemen” in the Rs 1700 
crore Howitzer deal with the Swedish firm. 


“The people of India are beginning to believe that the 
Rajiv Gandhi Government is trying to hide facts,” Mr 
Rao said and added “whitewashing will not do.” 


He also criticised the Joint Parliamentary Committee for 
not allowing two members to register their dissenting 
notes to the JPC report and said “‘the Bofors affair is 
getting more and more strange. The Prime Minister is 
not giving satisfactory answers.” 


He said that the CPI was apprehensive about the Gov- 
ernment’s policy of allowing multinational companies to 
enter the defence production sector and called upon the 
democratic movement to be “vigilant against these vac- 
illations.” 
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The National Council meeting also noted several devel- 
opments in the international situation, including the 
Afghan accord and welcomed the Indian invitation to 
the Afghan President. 


Commenting on the Government’s foreign policy, the 
resolution said that “It is broadly an anti-imperialist 
policy,” but “some vacillations have come to the fore 
recently like allowing nuclear warships to call at Indian 


ports.” 


The National Council also discussed the recent visit by a 
CPI delegation to China and approved the “‘work of the 
delegation.” 
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Fencing on Jammu, Kashmir Border Completed 
46001478 Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
22 Apr 88 p 4 


[Text] Jammu, April 21 (PTI): Fencing has been com- 
pleted at various possible points of entry for trained 
terrorists from Pakistan into Jammu and Kashmir, as 
part of stringent measures taken by the security forces to 
check infiltration. 


According to official sources, patrolling along the border 
had been intensified with the installation of more obser- 
vation pickets from Kathua to Poonch and Tangdhar. A 
proposal to create a special security belt over an area of 
500 metres from the Pakistan border was under consid- 
eration of the state and Union governments. 


A PTI newsman who visited some places in the R.S. Pura 
and Ramgarh sector last evening witnessed that BSF 
jawans were on constant vigil while some others were 
engaged in the fencing. 


The jawans said the situation along the border was well 
under control and a close watch was being maintained 
over activities of Pakistani Rangers and regular Army 
units, recently deployed along the international border. 


Night curfew had been imposed at all border villages 
banning movements during the night following reports 
that the Jammu border was being used for “‘illicit traf- 
ficking of arms and ammunition” by Sikh terrorists from 
Pakistan, BSF sources said. 


According to the sources, additional paramilitary forces, 
comprising about 10,000 jawans had been deployed to 
seal the border. The BSF had siezed a large quantity of 
drugs, foreign currency and gold biscuits valued at about 
Rs 2 crore from the R.S. Pura border during the last six 
months. 


About 10 gangs of the Pakistan espionage network oper- 
ating from Jammu districts were also smashed by the 
intelligence wing of the BSF but their links with terrorists 
were not yet established, the sources said. 











JPRS-NEA-88-041 
15 June 1988 


Border firing: Reports from the border district of Poonch 
said continuous exchange of fire between Indo-Pak 
troops has caused tension as Pakistani troops were 
resorting to indiscriminate firing on civilians. 


At least seven Indian civilians had been killed and 17 
wounded following indiscriminate firing by the Paki- 
stani troops at several places in Poonch during the last 
two years. 
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nd Examines Composition of New Rajya 
a 

46001487 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
25 Apr 88 p 9 


[Article by Keith Flory: “Fresh Faces in Rajya Sabba”’} 


[Text] New Delhi, April 24—There will be many a new 
hue to the kaleidoscope of the Rajya Sabha when it meets 
tomorrow at the start of what is loosely-termed the 
second round of its Budget session. Fresh faces, a 
marked realignment in the Opposition ranks and more 
than a couple of potentially-explosive issues ought to get 
the elders worked up pretty quickly. 


The Opposition in the Rajya Sabha has, in recent ses- 
sions, packed more of a wallop than its counterpart in 
the other house. Not merely because of greater compar- 
ative strength, but because of the seasoned and compo- 
nent campaigners who occupy the crimson cushioned 
benches. 


While the Opposition in the Lok Sabha can create a din 
and stall proceedings rather effectively, the main differ- 
ence in the Rajya Sabha is that its members can project 
their case with devastating efficiency—not that they are 
unable to take extreme vocal action if needed. The 
weight of argument, however, often makes shouting 
unnecessary. 


The new-look house will have a few more sharp-shooters 
in the Opposition ranks. Mr Ram Jetmalani has quite a 
reputation for being incisive and witty. Dr. Subrama- 
niam Swamy, too, is known to have made his mark in 
Parliament, and though Mr. Yashwant Sinha is new to 
the Rajya Sabha, his ability outside Parliament is indic- 
ative of promise. 


All the gentlemen named belong to the Janata Party— 
which has emerged the largest Opposition group after the 
biennial elections in March. With the merger with the 
Lok Dal (A), the Janata will have strength of 20 mem- 
bers, and its leader, Mr. M.S. Gurupadaswamy, will 
replace Mr. Samar Mukherjee (CPI-M) as the occupant 
of the coveted seat just below the chairman. 
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However, Mr. Gurupadaswamy will not have the official 
designation of the Opposition leader—a minimum of 10 
percent of the membership of the House is necessary for 
such recognition—and the Janata is still five members 
short. 


The significant difference in the composition of the 
House now, from what it was in the previous session, is 
the reduction in the majority enjoyed by the ruling party. 
It now has 141 members (including four nominated 
members, who later joined the party), which is seven less 
than before. It would make it just that more difficult for 
the Government to push through a Constitution amend- 
ment Bill. 


Adding to its difficulty on that score is the split in the 
AIADMK. Whereas a couple of sessions ago it could 
count on |! votes from its ally from the south, now it can 
hope for just five, from the members of the Jayalalitha 
faction. It will have to lobby for support from the single 
representatives of the minor parties, end of course the 
six nominated members who generally v ote along with it. 


However, when it comes to mustering pressure in the 
House, the Congress(I) does a better job than the Oppo- 
sition. In the last session, when the controversial Con- 
stitution amendment Bill opening the door to an emer- 
gency in Punjab was voted, there were gaping holes in the 
Opposition ranks. 


The ruling party will have a few new political heavy- 
weights around, though their parliamentary qualities are 
as yet unknown. They are Dr. Jagannath Mishra and Mr. 
Madhavsingh Solanki, two former Chief Ministers. 
What better evidence of the House truly being the 
council of States than the fact that it now boast of nine 
former Chief Ministers as its members. 


As for the agenda during the session, which is scheduled 
to end on May 13, the House will discuss the working of 
the Home Ministry, the Agriculture Ministry, Human 
Resources Development, and maybe Health and Indus- 
try too—if the time permits. The major legislative busi- 
ness will be the Finance Bill and the appropriation bill 
which follows passing of demands for grants by the Lok 
Sabha. Also listed is a Bill making major changes in 
company law. 


But what will provide the fireworks are not on the 
printed list. The tabling of the joint Parliamentary 
Committee on the Bofors deal will prove explosive and 
while the government might consider the HDW subma- 
rine affairs “closed,” the Opposition is unlikely to accept 
that situation. Even the discussion on the Home Minis- 
try, which offers many a window, could generate some 
turbulence. 


On the opening day there will be the ceremony of oath 
taking—37 ‘almost brand new” members and 23 who 
have been re-elected will be involved. 
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This session will also be last for three members from 
Kerala, who retire in July—the Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs, Mr M.M. Jacob, Mr K. Mohanan 
(CPI-M), and Mr. K. Gopalan (Janata). 


The House currently has five vacancies. Of them, three 
are from Punjab. No elections were held there last month 
as the Assembly has been dissolved. Two nominated 
members’ seats are also vacant, one caused by the death 
of Salim Ali, and the other by the resignation of Mr. G.R. 
Kar (C-I) who has opted for State-level political activity 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 


The following is the latest party position, the figure in 
brackets indicates the strength of the party at the end of 
the last session. 


Congress(I)—141 (148), Janata—20 (10), CPI-M—15 
(14), Telugu Desam—14 (11), BJP—8 (9), Lok Dal (B)}— 
7 (7), AIADMK (Janaki}—6 (6), AIADMK (Jayala- 
litha}—5 (5), CPI—3 (4), DMK 3 (3), AGP—2 (2), 
RSP—2 (1). The parties with one representative each are 
the Akali Dai (L), Forward Bloc, National Conference, 
Muslim league, Kerala Congress and the Sikkim San- 
gram Parishad. There are two independents, and six 
nominated members who are unattached. 
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Backlog in Reaching Seventh Plan Minimum 
Needs 

46001490 New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

26 Apr 88 p 10 


[Text] There has been a heavy backlog in reaching the 
seventh Plan target of the minimum needs programme 
(MNP) designed to improve the standard of living of 
people in rural areas and reduce regional disparities in 
development, reports PTI. 


With three years already over in the current Plan, only 
36 per cent of the Plan outlay of Rs 11,799.06 crore has 
been realised, according to a review of the performance 
of the MNP done by the Planning Commission in its 
annual report for 1987-88. 


The MNP was introduced in the fifth Plan with the 
objective of establishing a network of basic services and 
facilities of social consumption in all the areas of the 
country up to nationally accepted norms within a spec- 
ified time-frame. 


During the first year of the seventh Plan, Rs 1,841.42 
crore was spent against the outlay of Rs 2,064.22 crore. 
The anticipated expenditure during 1986-87 was Rs 
2,406.96 crore against the outlay of Rs 2,241.35 crore. 
The outlay for 1987-88 is Rs 2,708.37 crore. 
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Apart from elementary education, rural health, rural 
water supply, electrification housing and environmental 
improvement of urban slums, nutrition and adult edu- 
cation, certain additional components like rural domes- 
tic cooking energy, rural sanitation and public distribu- 
tion were introduced from 1987-88. 


The report said studies were underway to evolve an 
appropriate approach to the Plan for which an early start 
on the exercise relating to its formulation was made in 
September 1986. 


A paper prepared in the Planning Commission entitled 
“the issues and studies relating to formulation of the 
Eighth Plan” was discussed at meetings with economists 
and experts. 


At these meetings the experts felt that issues that needed 
to be taken care of were self-reliance as a central goal, 
developmental efforts for increased agricultural growth 
coupled with growth in rural employment, poverty alle- 
viation programmes, need for environmental protection, 
population control programmes and aspects relating to 
the public sector. 


The Commission said the mid-term exercise on the 
seventh Plan was itself to some extent an opportunity to 
review the progress of the Plan and generate signals for 
future planning, both for the next two years as well as for 
the eighth Plan and beyond. At the same time it was 
realised that a fresh input of ideas was necessary in order 
to evolve an optimal plan to succeed the seventh five- 
year Plan. 


The report said arising from the experience gained over 
the first three years of the seventh Plan, steps had been 
taken to revise the criteria for allocation of funds to the 
states under IRDP and DPAP. During 1988-89, the 
criterion of allocation of funds under IRDP would be 75 
per cent on the basis of incidence of poverty and 25 per 
cent on the basis of uniform allocation per block as 
against two-third on incidence of poverty and one-third 
on uniform allocation per block in 1987-88. 


Under DPAP, blocks with an area up to 500 sq kms 
would get Rs 15 lakh, those with an area between 500 to 
1,000 sq kms, Rs 16.5 lakh and blocks with 1,000 sq kms 
and above Rs 18.5 lakh. Fifty per cent of the allocation 
would be provided by the Centre. 


Instructions had been issued that care had to be taken to 
ensure that while formulating tribal sub-plans and 
Scheduled Castes component plans, funds proportionate 
to their population should, as far as possible, flow to 
these groups. 


The report said the criteria for Central assistance to 
states and Union territories under the centrally spon- 
sored accelerated rural water supply programme has also 
been suitably revised. 











JPRS-NEA-88-041 
15 June 1988 


It said the mid-term appraisal of the seventh Plan 
revealed that the critical tasks for economy management 
were: 


—Correct the shortfalls in the creation of agricultural 
potential; 


—DMaintain the positive developments in industry and 
infrastructure; 


—Mobilise resources for these purposes in an non- 
inflationary manner and 


—Cope with emerging pressures on the balance of pay- 
ments. 


The Commission said the exceptionally severe drought 
and flood caused by the erratic South-West Monsoon 
was a severe strain on the national economy. Poor 
rainfall affected 63 per cent of the area in the country, 
resulting in substantial crop damage in 144 million 
hectares spread over 269 districts. 


The worst affected were Rajasthan, Gujarat and parts of 
Orissa where the impact of the current year’s drought 
was aggravated by droughts in the previous years. By 
timely execution of contingency plans ar4 optimum use 
of water resources. 


Some of the major steps taken by the Planning Commis- 
sion to deal with the unprecedented difficulties caused 
by drought and flood in major parts of the country were 
approval of an aggregate amount of Rs 1,453.28 crore as 
central assistance and authorisation to states to divert 
funds from other sectors to irrigation and water manage- 
ment after fully utilising approved outlays. 


As part of the special drought relief programme, an 
additional outlay of Rs 1987-88 to help execute select 
projects which could be completed in the next two years. 


At the instance of the Prime Minister, an expert group 
headed by Commission member Dr. Y.K. Alagh pre- 
pared a plan to provide special thrust to agricultural 
production in the next two years in order to achieve the 
revised seventh Plan target of 175 million tonnes. 
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“Sein Publishes Documents Pertinent to Bofors 
ase 


Content of Documents 
46001481 Madras THE HINDU in English 
22 Apr 88 p I 


[Article by Chitra Subramaniam in Geneva and Our 
Special Correspondent in Madras] 


[Text] April 21. Documents made available to THE 
HINDU on an exclusive basis during the course of its 
European investigations into l’affaire Bofors establish an 
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irrefutable connection between the Moresco-Pitco pay- 
ments made by A.B. Bofors in connection with the 
howitzer deal with India and Sangam Ltd., New Zealand 
House, Haymarket, London, the Hinduja Company that 
is registered in England. The five documents—made 
available to Chitra Subramaniam by privileged sources, 
telefaxed to Madras and published here and on page 9 in 
facsimile—offer a breakthrough in the independent 
efforts to discover the real connections and identities 
behind the names provided by Bofors with reference to 
the huge payments relating to the sale of howitzers to 
India. 


These documents, dating from October 1979 to June 
1984, are of two kinds and require close study. Docu- 
ments | and 2 are bank documents involving the Skan- 
dinaviska Enshilda Banken and Sveriges Riksbank, the 
Swedish Central Bank, and cover foreign exchange 
remittances, classified as “provision” (“‘commission’’) to 
“PITCO, c/o Sangam Ltd” and “Pitco, c/o G.P. Hin- 
duja, respectively; the other three documents are confi- 
dential communications from Bofors to the British Bank 
of the Middle East, Geneva and to M/s Moresco c/o the 
Continental Illinois Bank, Geneva and they all demand 
the attention of one ’Mr. Marshi.* 


These five documents firmly link pre-1986 contractual 
obligations to pay 10 to 8 per cent of the total contract 
value to contracts to be signed between Bofors and the 
Government of India for the procurement of the FH-77 
155 mm howitzer and various other items. And they 
establish a solid link between “PITCO” or the “PITCO 
account” and Sangam Ltd of the Hindujas on the one 
hand, and between Pitco and “Moresco”’ on the other 
hand. 


Code name: “‘Moresco”’ is the reference or code name for 
one category of Bofors’ payments—made after the sign- 
ing of the Bofors-India contract in March 1986 in 
connection with the sale of howitzers to India and 
explained by senior Bofors representatives as “winding 
up charges.” The Moresco payments, made in three 
instalments, add up to 80 million SEK. The two other 
recipients of the Bofors-India payments—amounting to 
Rs. 64 crores in all—are Svenska Incorporated, which 
received 188.4 million SEK, and A.E. Services which 
received a lump sum of 50 million SEK. Internal details 
relating to these two categories of payments could be out 
soon, thanks to investigations in Sweden and elsewhere 
along different tracks. 


The fact of payments made to the interest behind 
“Pitco” and “‘Moresco”’ after the signing of the Bofors- 
India contract has been confirmed independently by 
information made available to the Government of India, 
and through it to the Joint Parliamentary Committee, by 
Bofors. According to the report based on the CBI’s 
investigations given to the JPC, of the three names of 
recipients given by Bofors in connection with the Bofors- 
India deal, Moineau S.A. was, in fact, the company 
behind the reference or code name “Moresco,” and the 
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earlier reference or code name for the same interest was 
“Pitco.”” Pitco was related to an agreement signed in 
1979 on the basis of which the interest was to receive 
three per cent commission for “general consultancy 
services.” 


The CBI, noting that its investigations had not yielded 
ihe names of “the real owners of the three companies 
whose names were furnished by M/s A.B. Bofors” nev- 
ertheless concluded that “the information available at 
this stage does not show the involvement of any Indian 
residing in India or outside India or an Indian associate 
in the large payments amounting to 319 million Swedish 
kroner.” (Refer to the report from Our Special Corre- 
spondent in New Delhi, titled “Bofors payoffs: no CBI 
clue on real owners of companies,” published on page 7 
of THE HINDU of April 16, |988.) In other words, the 
CBI could not get behind “Moineau S.A.” or “Pitco” or 
“A.E. Services Ltd,” or “Svenska Incorporated.” 


Understatement: Documents No. 3, 4 and 5—all of 
which are marked for the attention of ““Mr. Marshi’’ and 
are linked to the Bofors attempt to sell howitzers and 
other items to India and also to “Moresco” and “Pitco” 
by cross references—reveal that the “three per cent” 
remuneration mentioned in the CBI report as payable 
under the 1979 (Pitco) agreement is a considerable 
understatement. 


Well-informed sources told THE HINDU, during the 
course of its European investigation that there was a 
pre-1986 contractual relationship (evidenced by these 
documents) between “Pitco” and Bofors which covered 
the sale of the Bofors FH 77 howitzer and various other 
prospective items to India. During the phase that fol- 
lowed the “no agent/no middlemen” stipulation by the 
Government of India, a secret settlement around 80 
million SEK was arrived at between the Swedish arma- 
ments manufacturer and the interest behind Moresco- 
Pitco-Moineau. 


A member of the official team investigating the Bofors 
affair in Sweden told THE HINDU: “In the contacts that 
were made between Moresco/Moineau and Bofors, it 
says clearly that money could be paid into the Pitco 
account of Sangam Ltd.” 


The information thrown up by these documents, and the 
links which now can be established, are expected to 
figure in the in camera session Mr Martin Arbdo, the 
former Managing Director of Bofors, is scheduled to 
have on Friday with the Swedish Parliament’s Standing 
Committee on the Constitution. 


Reaction in Lok Sabha 
46001481 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
23 Apr 88 p 1 


[Except] New Delhi, April 22. The Lok Sabha was rocked 
today by the report in THE HINDU, suggesting that the 
Hindujas might have acted as middlemen for Bofors to 
secure the howitzer gun contract through Moresco, a 
front company. 
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The highly-agitated opposition members walked out 
crying “shame” when the speaker, Mr Balram Jakhar, 
disallowed motions of breach of privilege against the 
Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, and the defence 
minister, Mr K.C. Pant. 


Speaking for the opposition, Mr Madhu Dandavate 
(Janata) said the speaker should at least permit an 
adjournment motion. This too was disallowed. 


Mr Jakhar said he was not closing the door on such 
discussions but would not admit notices till the joint 
parliamentary committee probing the Bofors deal had 
submitted its report on April 29. 


As zero hour commenced, the entire opposition was up 
shouting that middlemen had indeed been employed in 
the howitzer deal despite the most solemn assurances to 
the contrary given by government. 


Several members were waving copies of THE HINDU 
which carried facsimiles of documents purporting to 
show a link between the Hindujas and Moresco which 
had received Bofors payments in connection with the 
gun contract, as well as of documents authorising pay- 
ments to the Hinduyjas. 


Mr Manvendra Singh (Jan Morcha) moved up from his 
seat in the back rows and demanded that the Prime 
Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, resign to maintain the 
dignity of the house. 


During the five-minute uproar, Mr Dandavate said that 
only on April 20 both the prime minister and the defence 
minister had assured the house that no middlemen had 
been employed. As the assertion was misleading, he said, 
there was a perfect case of breach of privilege of the 
house against the two. 


The treasury benches were, on the whole, quiet. Only Mr 
K.K. Tiwari once got up and flung accusations of “CIA” 
at the opposition. This fuelled the uproar for some 
moments, but the speaker intervened to restore calm. 


Because of the AICC session in Madras, senior Congress 
leaders and ministers were not present in the house. The 
attendance from the ruling party’s side was also other- 
wise thin. 


The AIADMK (Jayalalitha) and National Conference 
members did not participate in the walk-out. 


08309 











JPRS-NEA-88-041 
15 June 1988 


Lok Sabha, Assembly Byelections Postponed 
46001482 Madras THE HINDU in English 
23 Apr 88 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, April 22. The Election Commission 
today decided to postpone the Lok Sabha and Assembly 
byelections scheduled for May 28 to the second week of 
June. 


Seven Lok Sabha constituencies, including Allahabad 
vacated by film artiste Amitabh Bachchan, and 10 
assembly constituencies were scheduled to go to polls on 
May 28. 


The Commission Secretary, Mr. C.L. Rose said the 
decision followed representations from Muslim leaders 
and MPs of ruling and Opposition parties that the poll 
schedule might hamper canvassing by Muslims in view 
of the Ramzan period till May 18. 


A final decision on the new programme would be taken 
““very shortly” and announced. He said the earlier sched- 
ule for by-elections stands withdrawn. 


The Commission said while fixing the programme it 
consulted the State Governments concerned and also 
took into consideration the Ramzan month. But, it felt 
the 10-day period between the end of Ramzan and the 
scheduled polling day would not affect the minority 
community. 


After the Commission announced the schedule on Tues- 
day, the issue was raised in the Lok Sabha by members 
belonging to both the sides and delegations of Muslims, 
including Imams, represented to the Commission that 
the programme would affect them. 


On Thursday, the Union Law Minister, Mr Bindeshwari 
Dubey, took up the matter with the Commission and 
forwarded a letter to the Union Home Minister, Mr Buta 
Singh, conveying the wishes of the MPs that the poll be 
postponed.—PTI 
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Export Volume Rises 24 Percent Over 1986-87 
46001483 Madras THE HINDU in English 
23 Apr 88 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, April 22. While exports from India in 
the 11 months up to February 29 last went up by 24 per 
cent in rupee terms over the corresponding period of 
1986-87, imports registered a 11 per cent increase in 
terms of dollars, the growth of exports was 24.8 per cent 
and that of imports 11.8 per cent. 


Exports during the first 11 months of 1987-88 aggregat- 
ing to Rs. 13,939 crores (Rs. 11,244 crores during the 
same period of 1986-87) actually exceeded the target of 
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Rs. 13,800 crores set for the year as a whole. It is likely 
that the total value of exports in 1987-88 will have 
almost touched Rs. 15,000 crores. 


The total value of imports made during this period 
(April 1987-February 1988) was Rs. 19,880 crores as 
against Rs. 17,905 crores during the corresponding 
period of 1986-87. As a result of the relatively slower 
growth of imports, the trade deficit narrowed by Rs. 
720.51 crores from Rs. 6,661.33 crores during April- 
February 1986-87 to Rs. 5,940.82 crores in 1987-88. 


The performance in the field of imports and exports was 
reviewed at a meeting of Chambers of Commerce, 
Export Promotion Councils and Commodity Boards 
held under the presidentship of the Union Minister of 
Commerce and Finance, Mr. N.D. Tiwari, here on 
Thursday. 


The Minister noted that there was reason to be satisfied 
with the uptrend in exports but added there was no room 
for complacency. “Exports are continuing challenge 
which would have to be faced with a renewed drive and 
imagination,” he said. 


Fears of debt-trap dispelled: The existing trade gap, said 
Mr. Tiwari, could not be overlooked and continuous 
action was needed to redress the imbalance. He, how- 
ever, dispelled fears of debt trap and said caution was 
being exercised on this front. 


In view of the encouraging performance in 1987-88, the 
Government has projected a 20 per cent growth in 
exports in 1988-89. 


The Federation of Indian Export Organisations has 
projected a target of Rs. 4,412 crores in 1988-89 and Rs. 
5,330 crores in 1989-90 by its trading house and export 
house members who represent about 25 per cent of the 
total number of exporters in the country. 


Representatives of the Federation of Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry gave the assurance that 
interaction between Joint Business Councils and Export 
Promotion Councils would be intensified. 


The Chambers and Export Promotion Councils sug- 
gested inter alia steps to reduce the high capital expen- 
diture now incurred in certain sectors by removing 
anomalies in the existing import duty structure, flexibil- 
ity of FERA provisions in the matter of overseas mar- 
keting, a liberal approach in cargo handling facilities to 
improve the export service sector and stream-lining of 
export documentation by adopting an integrated form as 
against 79 forms now in use. 


They also pleaded for withdrawal of Section 115J of the 


Income-Tax Act in relation to Section 80 HHC benefits 
and restoration of 100 per cent exemption under the Act. 
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Punjab Sees Spurt in Panic Migration From 
Countryside 

46001475 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
21 Apr 88 p 17 


[Text] Chandigarh, April 20—There has been a spurt in 
panic migration of families from the terrorist belt in the 
recent weeks. The migrants include Sikhs. 


The movement is mainly from the rural areas to towns in 
Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts. About 1,700 rural 
families have shifted to the towns in these districts, 
according to an official spokesman. 


Nearly 600 families have moved to Delhi in the last 15 
weeks. Of these, 176 families migrated in the last three 
weeks, against the movement of 136 families in March. 
The number of Delhi-bound migrant families had 
dropped to 85 in February from 191 in January this year. 
The financial commissioner (revenue and rehabilita- 
tion), Mr Tajinder Khanna, said Delhi accounted for 
5,500 migrant families of the 8,000 families that had 
gone out of Punjab since January, 1986. Only 800 of 
these families have so far returned to Punjab. 


The current concern of the government is to check 
further migration from Punjab to Delhi and elsewhere in 
the country. Mr Khanna yesterday announced some 
concessions to “internal” migrants (those who have 
shifted from rural areas to “safer” areas within Punjab). 
These included a grant of Rs 2,500 as resettlement 
expenses and transport of household goods and a 
monthly allowance of Rs 250 for hiring suitable accom- 
modation. The government would also help a migrant 
family secure a bank loan of up to Rs 25,000. 


Speaking to newsmen, Mr Khanna said the administra- 
tion did not propose to set up relief camps, because 
concentration of migrant families in such camps could 
create, among other things, a law and order situation. 
The official policy was to extend rehabilitation assis- 
tance to individual migrant families. Mr Khanna clari- 
fied that it was not the official policy to resettle migrant 
labourers from other states in Punjab on a permanent 
basis. In Amritsar district, about 400 migrant labour 
families are said to be employed in brick-kilns and in 
harvesting operations. 


Of the internal migrant families, the maximum number 
(1,100 families) has moved to Batala town in Gurdaspur 
district. About 400 families have moved to Pathankot. 
As for the migration to Amritsar from the rural areas, 
official reports have information about 25 families. Mr 
Khanna said 175 migrant families had taken shelter in 
the township of the Radhaswami mission headquarters 
in the Beas area. According to one report, the migrant 
families in the Beas township had shifted there from 
over 50 villages in Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur and 
Kapurthala districts. 
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Replying to a question, Mr Khanna observed that 
authorities had no specific reports about the entire 
Hindu population in some villages having shifted else- 
where in the wake of terrorist violence. 


Farming Families 


As for the farming families who have had to abandon 
standing wheat crops, Mr Khanna said arrangements 
were being made by the authorities to have their crops 
harvested under police protection. The harvesting 
charges would be deducted from the sale proceeds of the 
harvested crop. A report from Gurdaspur said the 
migrant families in the district had left behind standing 
crops over an area of 274 acres. 


The government had initiated steps to safeguard houses 
and other immovable property left behind by the 
migrants. Patwaris have been directed to maintain a 
record of such property in an “abandoned-property 
register”’ and also to report to higher authorities any case 
of trespasser damage caused to such property. 


In reply to a question, Mr Khanna said the government 
had no policy to stop migrants from selling their prop- 
erty. There have been reports of migrants being unable to 
sell their houses or land as no one came forward to buy 
it because of terrorist threats. 


Police Alert (TOINS from New Delhi): Senior police 
officials have been aierted that they are on the hit-list of 
the dreaded terrorist Surjeet Singh Penta. 


Following the interrogation of Avtar Singh alias Bitoo 
and Paramjeet Singh alias Pammi, the two terrorists who 
were caught on the eye of Baisakhi by the crime branch 
of the Delhi police, security around senior government 
officials has been tightened. 


Sources reveal that Surjeet Singh Penta was to be nabbed 
the day after Avtar Singh was arrested. Avtar Singh had 
revealed that he was to meet Penta, who would arrive in 
north Delhi with a truck load of arms. 


The police had a trap waiting for Penta, but he never 
showed up. 
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Police Meet Discusses Dangers Raised by Private 
Armies 

46001474 Madras THE HINDU in English 

20 Apr 88 p 9 


{Article by K.K. Katyal] 


[Text] New Delhi, April 19—The State police and intel- 
ligence chiefs today addressed themselves to the task of 
removing the dangers posed by private senas (armies) 
and called for their liquidation in the interest of social 
justice and rule of law. 
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On the second day of the four-day conference, Bihar 
claimed the dubious distinction of engaging their atten- 
tion again, as the discussion turned to private armies. 
(Yesterday, it was in the context of the state of law and 
order in general.) Nearly 3,000 murders and !.5 lakh 
cases of crime annually represented one side of Bihar’s 
ugly face, and the terror unleashed by ‘Bhoomi senas’ of 
landlords, private armies of higher castes and the ‘mafia’ 
gangs in the coal belt, the other side. 


Political support: During an in-depth analysis of the 
factors responsible for the growth of this phenomenon, 
reference was made to the support extended to them by 
powerful politicians. In the absence of immediate reme- 
dial measures, the vulnerability of the weaker sections 
would increase beyond the stage of redemption, it was 
noted. 


Why was the police force unable to discharge its tradi- 
tional functions and why did the intelligence, at times, 
fail on crucial occasions? Various explanations like polit- 
ical interference in recruitment, posting and transfer of 
personnel or preoccupation with VIP security duty, were 
offered. 


Police ‘vulnerable’: The participants tread a familiar 
ground, as political interference had invariably been 
found to be as a major ill during such discussions in the 
past. The National Police Commission, which dwelt at 
length on the subject, explained how the police had 
become “specially vulnerable” to interference from pol- 
iticians because of the immediate political advantage 
that could be readily reaped by misuse of police powers. 
The quality of poiice performance was and continues to 
be adversely affected by such an interference. It talked 
of “different forms of intercession, intervention and 
interference with mala fide objectives unconnected with 
public interest.“ 


Traditional functions neglected: Today’s session began 
with an address by the Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, Mr. P. Chidambaram, who drew the attention of 
the participants to the neglect of the traditional police 
functions resulting, among other things, in poor intelli- 
gence at the ground level. Over the years, the mobility of 
police, their capacity to gather information, upgradation 
of weapons and equipment and training had suffered, he 
noted. 


Mr. Chidambaram said the private armies, senas and 
mafia gangs should be put down ruthlessly under the 
various existing laws. Rule of law must prevail and 
anybody who takes the law into his hands should not be 
allowed to get away because erosion of authority and loss 
of respect for law will lead to anarchy and greater 
oppression of the weaker sections, he said. 


Terrorism must be stamped out: On the Punjab problem, 
he said that a search for a meaningful political solution 
was possible only when terrorism was stamped out. “We 
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are clear today that time has not yet come to relax our 
guard in the fight against terrorism which has become a 
threat to national unity and integrity,” he added. 


Expressing his concern over the upsurge of left-wing 
extremism in Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar 
and Maharashtra, Mr. Chidambaram said the police 
strategy had to be revised and adapted to the present 
situation. 
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National Test Range Opponents Form Suicide 
Squads 

46001488 Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
25 Apr 88 p § 


{Text] Bhubaneswar, April 24: The National Test Range 
resistance committee has stepped up the recruitment of 
volunteers for suicide squads in Baliapal area of Balasore 
district, which has been virtually under its control for 
over two-and-a-half years. 


The committee leaders feel the government, which is 
preparing to dispatch its official teams to the area, may 
attempt to move into the area on May 2, when a large 
Congress(I) rally is scheduled to be held at Baliapal block 
headquarters, just outside the proposed National Test 
Range site. This will, however, depend on the turnout at 
the rally, where government officers and policemen will 
be present in adequate strength. 


According to the chairman of the test range resistance 
committee, over 1,000 people enrolled themselves in the 
suicide squads during the current village-to-village 
recruitment drive. The number of the volunteers— 
mostly students, young men and women—would soon 
reach 5,000, he said. He added that each village would 
have a suicide unit. 


The government started gearing up its machinery to 
enter the area after the chief minister, Mr. J.B. Patnaik’s 
recent visit to Balasore, where he said the administrative 
deadlock in Baliapal would not be tolerated any longer. 
Following the defence minister, Mr. K.C. Pant’s advice 
last month to expedite implementation of the delayed 
test range project, Mr Patnaik held a series of discussions 
with the district officials and his partymen at Balasore. 
Earlier, he also had talks with high-ranking officials and 
ministers from Balasore district. 


The government’s first move would be to enter the site 
and re-establish the government’s authority over the 
local populace. The resistance committee has been vir- 
tually running a parallel administration in the area, 
posing a challenge to the Patnaik government, which has 
so far not confronted the situation for fear of large-scale 
violence. 
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The committee volunteers, who broadly speaking, 
include almosi all the residents of the area, have been 
guarding the “no entry” gates erected at strategic points. 
With slogans like “We would rather die than leave our 
native land” and ““We want our land and not a military 
base,”’ they have been barring everyone from the zone, 
except those recommended by the resistance committee. 


The committee has taken charge of law and order and the 
essential administrative jobs, like auctioning of fishing 
zones and cashewnut fields. The people have not been 
paying taxes to the government and have denied them- 
selves the benefits of the development projects. 


If the government succeeds in regaining its hold over the 
area, the most difficult task of acquiring the lands for the 
defence project would remain to be accomplished. The 
government feels that once the land is acquired and the 
viliagers accept the compensation, it would become 
much easier to evict the people. A public relations drive 
is being mounted to convince the people that they would 
be paid adequate compensation and rehabilitated in the 
“model villages” now under construction. 
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Geophysical Survey in Antarctica Completed 
46001480 Madras THE HINDU in English 
22 Apr 88 p 4 


[Text] Hyderabad, April 21. The National Geophysical 
Research Institute (NGRI) of Hyderabad has “‘success- 
fully completed an aerial geophysical survey” in Antarc- 
tica during the recent seventh Indian expedition there. 


Announcing this, NGRI stated that it was the first aerial 
geophysical survey attempted by Indian scientists in 
Antarctica and the voluminous quality magnetic data 
collected there would be useful in estimat’~g the mag- 
netic characteristics and disposition of rocks below the 
ice cover. This would help understand the underlying 
geology, a basic need in exploration programmes and in 
studies on geological evolution. 


NGRI stated that the expertise developed in the course 
of its survey, conducted with the use of an Indian Navy 
helicopter, “could be put to use in aerial geophysical 
surveys in the country, in remote areas where formal 
airstrips or well developed surface transport facilities do 
not exist.” 


The Antarctica aerial geophysical survey was undertaken 
by a team of live NGRI scientists, and used a high 
precision sensor of the earth’s magnetic field, trailed by 
a naval helicopter. 


They “acquired high quality magnetic data along 48 
survey lines totalling 4,000 km in length, spanning a total 
area of approximately 1,200 sq.km. The areas covered 
include the region between the Wohithat mountains and 
the north to the coast.” 
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With the cooperation of navy pilots the scientists’ team 
was able to acquire a quantum of data nearly double of 
what was expected, despite the unusually bad weather 
there throughout the summer this year. 


NGRI which has developed indigenously a national 
facility for aerial geophysical surveys, has so far carried 
out nearly 2,000,000 line-km of ‘production’ flying in the 
country, employing fixed wing aircraft. 


Because of various operational difficulties that make 
systematic flying with fixed wing aircraft in the Antarc- 
tica unsatisfactory, a helicopter was used. Special fix- 
tures were designed for releasing the magnetic sensor 
from a position which would eliminate interference of 
the cable of the sensor with the Doppler navigation 
system. Preliminary tests were carried out at Hyderabad 
airport jointly with the Indian Navy. 


NGRI stated that aerial surveys for preparation of mag- 
netic data-based maps become indispensable in any 
important geoscientific endeavour in Antarctica “as the 
gain is not only in terms of speedy coverage, but also in 
terms of coverage of large area on this continent which 
are inaccessible to ground based surveys.” —AP 
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National Securities, Exchange Board Established 
46001471 Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
20 Apr 88 p 8 


[Text] New Delhi, April 19: The Prime Minister, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi, today announced the setting up of Secu- 
rities and Exchange Board of India. He said it would 
introduce better practice in the country’s stock 
exchanges and would promote development of a “strong 
and healthy” capital market. 


Mr Gandhi, who had proposed the board in his Budget 
speech last year, today announced that it has begun its 
operations. All the stock markets in the country welcome 
under the purview of the board. 


The Prime Minister, who envisaged central role of the 
capital market in providing finance for the country’s 
growing industry, said the government has taken a 
number of initiatives, which would improve the func- 
tioning of the capital market in future. He said the 
industry, especially the large scale sector, must learn to 
rely more on the capital markets for its funds. 


Mr Gandhi, addressing the vaiedictory session of the 
national conference on “Transformation of Indian engi- 
neering industry,” organised by the Confederation of 
Engineering Industry (CEI), said the government’s regu- 
lation of investment is now reduced and, therefore, 
financial institutions must take greater responsibility for 
ensuring that the projects taken up are viable. 
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He said they must ensure that decisions are speedily 
taken and implemented. Moreover, they must learn to 
support entrepreneurship and take risks. The govern- 
ment on its part, he said, should give them autonomy. 


The Prime Minister noted the basic problem of Indian 
industry is tackling the transitional factors. He said a 
successful transformation requires changes in the gov- 
ernment policies and in the attitudes of the industry, the 
labour and society in general. 


Mr Gandhi expressed satisfaction that policies to open 
up internal competition had paid dividends. He said 
these policies would continue. He, however, added that 
the public sector units would also have to face the 
competition. The government, on its part, was trying to 
provide more autonomy. 


He said export must be the focal point, and in this regard 
he referred to the not so open door policy of the 
government for foreign collaborations and investments. 


He stated that the total foreign investment in India was 
much lower than in Asean countries. 


Mr Suresh Krishna, president of CEI, who stressed on 
the need for transformation of the engineering industry, 
said it would have to develop its own human resources. 
This, he said, is to be done through managerial compe- 
tence. Mr Sam Pitroda, advisor to the Prime Minister on 
technology missions, who chaired the session on technol- 
ogy, Outlined an eight-point action plan, which included 
encouraging internal competition, focussing core tech- 
nologies and creating entrepreneurial environment. 
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Hee Foodgrain Stock Plummets, Wheat Import 
ikely 

46001473 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
20 Apr 88 p 14 


[Article by Surinder Sud] 


[Text] New Delhi, April 19. It is now almost certain that 
India will have to import around 1.5 million tonnes of 
wheat to replenish the dwindling reserves. 


The total foodgrain stock with the official agencies has 
plummetted to about nine million tonnes—the lowest 
level in recent years. It does not, therefore, conform to 
the food security norms which stipulate a minimum 
buffer of ten million tonnes, besides the operational 
stocks of between six and eight million tonnes. 


The quantity to be imported could have been signifi- 
cantly larger but for the encouraging rabi outlook. The 
latest reports indicate that rabi production might in fact 
be a shade better than last year’s record output of 65.2 
million tonnes. 
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Harvesting is already underway in northern states. Mar- 
ket availability of foodgrains, notably wheat, is expected 
to improve perceptibly in the coming weeks as arrival of 
the new crop in mandis picks up. 


Though official agencies propose to spare no effort to 
miximise [as printed] grain procurement in the current 
rabi marketing season, the overall target of 10 million 
tonnes may prove elusive. 


Traders and roller flour mills are expected to corner a 
significant part of the marketable surplus. Besides, the 
possibility of the farmers holding back a part of their 
produce in anticipation of better price realisation in the 
lean season cannot be ruled out. 


According to official sources, the total grain stock with 
the Central and state agencies on March 15 was around 
9.18 million tonnes. This includes 3.2 million tonnes of 
wheat and 5.98 million tonnes of rice. 


The white, wheat stock will soon start swelling as the 
procurement drive gathers momentum. The rice inven- 
tory is not likely to rise despite good prospects of rabi 
paddy crop in southern states. Rice procurement from 
last kharif crop which stands at around 6.15 million 
tonnes now, is unlikely to go beyond seven million tonne 
mark. Of the rabi rice production, only Andhra Pradesh 
is expected to contribute about 6.5 lakh tonnes of levy 
rice to the central pool. 


Rice Stock 


The rice stocks would, therefore, have to be managed 
carefully to make them last till the next kharif crop is 
harvested in October. Wheat position is likely to remain 
comfortable. The intended imports are indeed meant to 
provide the vital cushion to grain reserves, especially, for 
tiding over the lean period. This is also viewed as a 
tactical move to discourage speculative and hoarding 
tendencies. 


The demand for foodgrains by states had shot up due to 
drought. The release of grains from the Central pool had 
been well above 1.5 million tonnes a month. This level 
may, come down now. 


Official circles expect the food situation to normalise if 
monsoon turns out to be good. The preliminary long- 
term forecast issued by the meteorological department is 
quite encouraging. If this holds true, the foodgrain 
production can be expected to rise greatly in the ensuing 
kharif season. 


Nevertheless, the major task before the government at 
present is to procure as much wheat as possible during 
the current rabi marketing season. The Food Corpora- 
tions of India (FCI) and state agencies have already 
positioned their staff in mandis and have made all the 
necessary arrangements to take up this job. 
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Procurement is expected mainly from Punjab, Haryana 
and U.P. Though wheat crop in parts of Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh is said to be good, the pre-urement 
may be insignificant. 


Reports from Punjab indicate varying estimates of the 
size of the wheat crop. Official circles fear that actual 
output might be only around 10.3 million tonnes, against 
earlier estimates of 10.5 million tonnes. 


The shortfall is attributed chiefly to damage caused by 
rains in the middle of March. Though the FCI has set a 
target of procuring 6.5 million tonnes of wheat in this 
state, the Punjab government believes that it might be 
difficult to go beyond 5.9 million tonnes. 


In Haryana, between 1.5 and two million tonnes of 
wheat may be procured this year from anticipated pro- 
duction of over four million tonnes. 


Procurement target for U.P. has been fixed at 2.5 million 
tonnes though actual procurement may be only around 
1.5 million tonnes. However, the FCI and state agencies 
have geared themselves up to maximise the purchases. 
Special arrangements are being made to ensure spot 
payment to the growers by extending the banks working 
hours in heavy procurement areas. 
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Article Examines Attempts at Opposition Unity 
46240019 New Delhi JANSATTA in Hindi 
15 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] Participation of Vishwanath Pratap Singh and his 
associates in the mammoth rally at the Boat Club, New 
Delhi on 9 March was politically significant. As a matter 
of fact, on the insistence of Karpoori Thakur, V.P. Singh 
had once before also joined a Lok Dal meeting. Never- 
theless he has not been able to make a clean break with 
the political circles of left and right. In the beginning 
V.P. Singh rose like a meteor in which the masses began 
to see a powerful alternative. The opposition parties 
themselves began seeing a hope of dislodging the Con- 
gress from power. The opposition and V.P. both had 
pinned their hopes on breakup of the Congress. V.P. had 
hoped that his revolt would transform into a revolt 
within the Congress and he would emerge as the leader of 
the new Congress. Other non-Congress parties too had 
hoped for favorable results from this breakup. But they 
did not materialize. The few people who defected from 
the Congress did not make any dent in the ruling party. 


In his anxiety to appear as a leftist, V.P. Singh himself 
created a controversy which split the opposition into two 
camps. Pride of leadership has been the age-old curse of 
the opposition. In the kind of atmosphere in which V.P. 
was conducting his politics, there was always a rat race 
going on to reach the second and the third rung but the 
secret of success has always been unwavering loyalty to 
the leader. The Lok Dal minister, Shard Yadav, 


SOUTH ASIA 


acknowledges, “At the root of our disputes lie personal, 
casteist and historical reasons. V.P. has not been able to 
understand these controversies so far but by and by, he 
will appreciate them.” 


Ajit Singh would not have become a major problem had 
not the Janata Party chairman’s ambition to become 
prime minister driven him on a path of confrontation 
with Devi Lal. In Haryana elections too, the delusions of 
a great party with a great leader stood in the way of his 
cooperation with Devi Lal. Not only Devi Lal but V.P. 
Singh as well began to appear to Chandershekhar as 
threats to his leadership. In the beginning the breach 
between Chandershekhar and V.P. Singh was also 
reflected in their statements. Chandershekhar wanted 
V.P. Singh to first acknowledge that his policies as a 
finance minister were anti-people. In this political joust- 
ing Vishwanath Pratap Singh proved himself to be a 
novice. By allowing himself to get caught in the quagmire 
of the confrontation, that exists between Communists 
and the BJP, he created uncertainty. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it was possible that in fulfilling their own 
interests, the opposition which was already split in two 
camps, could get further fragmented. Due to the Har- 
yana experiment of Lok Dal and BJP, Devi Lal has on 
the one hand tried to contain Chandershekhar’s influ- 
ence and on the other hand, he has not permitted 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh to overwhelm. 


Stoppages and demonstrations formed the other pillar of 
the opposition politics. Vishwanath Pratap Singh had 
proved his popularity right in the beginning. The oppo- 
sition parties too staged a huge rally in Delhi. On the 
basis of this rally they have called for an All India 
Stoppage on 15 March in cooperation with all opposition 
parties except Lok Dal and BJP, with the purpose that in 
any future arrangement between the opposition parties, 
the leftist parties should have the greatest influence. But 
the Indian Janata Party and the Lok Dal did not want to 
lag behind in the race of rallies. Therefore they combined 
to demonstrate their strength on 9 March. It is not 
possible for the Janata Party by itself to stage such a 
show of strength. Therefore as before, the Janata chair- 
man, Chandershekhar, resorted to summit politics and 
he made a great move. 


Merger of the Ajit faction of Lok Dal and Maneka 
Gandhi’s Sanjay Platform into the Janata Party was 
announced. The Action Committee had already given 
approval to it but on that occasion Chandershekhar had 
presented the matter in such a light that the party’s other 
leaders could not help but agree. The argument was that 
in view of the ideological and regional differences among 
the opposition parties, there was no likelihood of elec- 
tion cooperation among the non-Congress parties, not- 
withstanding the efforts of Vishwanath Pratap Singh. 
Also it is hardly likely that the non-Communist and 
non-BJP parties will transform into a big party. There- 
fore the Janata Party should consolidate its popular base 
by allying itself with some political groups which may 
not be all India in character but which are influential in 
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their own regions. Maneka Gandhi's Sanjay Platform 
does not carry much weight and Chandershekhar was not 
particularly keen to include it in his party. But some of 
Janata Party’s own leaders had been insisting that 
Maneka should be included in the party. Ramkrishan 
Hegde’s name is prominently mentioned among them. 
In this decision Chandershekhar gave the impression 
that he is ready to accept suggestions of other leaders of 
the party. He also obtained from the Action Committee 
the permission to take the decision for the merger of the 
three parties. By giving this permission, Ramkrishen 
Hegde and Biju Patnaik created problems for them- 
selves. Chandershekhar not only announced the merger 
without approval of the Action Committee, but also 
announced Ajit Singh to be the acting chairman. Follow- 
ing this announcement there was considerable dismay 
and resentment in the various factions of the Janata 
Party. 


Within the party he has tied up Ramkrishan Hegde to 
Karanataka politics. Ramkrishan Hegde has often 
expressed his wish to leave the state politics and enter 
the national level politics. Chandershekhar has always 
been frustrating his designs but in view of his personal 
popularity this may not be possible for very long. More 
so because Ramkrishan Hegde has developed close rela- 
tions with both Vishwanath Pratap Singh and Devi Lal. 
Through the device of merger Chandershekhar has 
blocked his way for the time being. At the same time he 
has tried to consolidate his position in Uttar Pradesh. He 
is hoping that with joining of Ajit Singh, Janata Party 
will gain strength in Western Uttar Pradesh as well. 


Outside the party this action of his is a challenge for 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh as well. Despite becoming 
popular all over the country in general, the base of 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh’s Janmorcha too is in Uttar 
Pradesh. He of course comes from Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh is also the homeland of his three chief 
supporters, Arun Nehru, Arif Mohammed and Ramd- 
han. Chandershekhar wants to ensure that if by the time 
of the general elections the non-Congress and non- 
Communist parties can evolve some viable arrangement 
or if they succeed in working from a common platform 
on the basis of a common program, then Janata Party 
should get the lion’s share and if this does not appear 
possible and every opposition party begins to plow its 
own furrow, even then the Janata under Chandershek- 
har’s leadership should emerge as the strongest party. 
Following the merger of Ajit’s group, Janata Party can 
emerge as a strong legisiative party in the Uttar Pradesh 
assembly. Chandershexhar also hopes that Ajit Singh 
will be able to pull Lok Dal (B) supporters into the 
(Janata) Party. Naturally Ramkrishan Hegde and Biju 
Patnaik do not fancy this new setup. But how can they 
stop Chandershekhar? They themselves have approved 
the merger proposal. The chairman has also been given 
the authority to take a decision. They cannot checkmate 
Chandershekhar merely on the technical ground that in 
the constitution of the Janata Party there is no provision 
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for an acting chairman. Even the fact that Chandershek- 
har offered Ajit Singh the new office without a resolution 
of the Action Committee may not carry much weight. 
Even if on the insistence of the disgruntled leaders there 
is a meeting of the Action Committee, Chandershekhar’s 
decision will not easily be overturned because supporters 
of Chandershekhar command a majority in the Action 
Committee. Therefore the disgruntled leaders cannot do 
much beyond finding some face-saving formula. Sticking 
to technicalities can break up the party, which may well 
hurt Chandershekhar but cannot do any good for Ramk- 
rishan Hegde or Biju Patnaik. 


Perhaps there is only one course left for the angry leaders 
of the Janata Party. That is that the process of solid 
coordination among the non-Communist political par- 
ties should be hastened. Right from the start George 
Fernandes has been of the opinion that by excluding 
Janata Party from this cooperation the opposition stands 
to lose. Ramkrishan Hegde’s support for the Boat Club 
rally is a proof of affirmation of this belief. But in this 
cooperation V.P. Singh is an important factor. Right 
from the beginning there have existed deep differences of 
o;‘inion in the Janmorcha on the advisability of keeping 
ou: Janata Party and Lok Dal. Arif Mohammed, Arun 
Nehru and Ramdhan have been arguing that considering 
all things, as compared to Communists, cooperation 
with the Bhartiya Janata Party and the Lok Dal will be 
more advantageous. For several months now pressure 
has been building on Vishwanath Pratap Singh to not 
stress leftist issues. Participation of V.P. in the 9 March 
rally is noteworthy in this context. V.P. has now begun to 
feel that political conditions will not permit him to 
exclude these two powerful North Indian parties from 
any political deal. 


There is another aspect to Chandershekhar’s initiative. 
He is working on the assumption that because of Ajit 
Singh, the Janata Party will receive Lok Dal’s popular 
support. But this is doubtful. Lok Dal is mainly a party 
of four or five middle level castes. Most of its supporters 
are Jats, Kurmis or Yadavs. That any one leader by 
joining Janata Party will be able to pull along with him 
this kind of casteist base is ot within the realm of 
possibility. In this context, it is quite possible that with 
the eclipse of Ajit Singh’s influence in Lok Dal, Mulayam 
Singh Yadav’s Lok Dal will be the gainer. This at least is 
the belief of leaders of Lok Dal (B). This is good news for 
Shard Yadav. “*Because now there is no one to fight over 
our turf.” This also is the belief of Bhartiya Janata Party 
Chairman Lalkrishan Advani. “Janata Party can become 
the most powerful party in the Uttar Pradesh assembly. 
But because of this action of Chandershekhar, Devi Lal 
has emerged as the sole leader of the Lok Dal.” 


12286/6091 


da : 





JPRS-NEA-88-041 
15 June 1988 


IRAN 


Zanjan Exports Net $6 Million 
46000144a Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 28 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Zanjan, 27 Mar (IRNA)—A total of 4,420 tons of 
raisins, pistachio, peeled hazelnuts, dried apricots, pota- 
toes and detergents were exported during the calendar 
year 1366 (21 Mar 1987-20 Mar 1988) from Zanjan. 


The Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of 
Qazvin announced that the value of the exported goods 
was some $6m. 
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Hormuzgan Exports net $125 Million 
46000144e Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 26 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Bandar Abbas, Hormuzgan Province, 25 April 
(IRNA)}—Non-oil exports earned a total of 125m in 
foreign exchange in the year 1366 (ended 20 March 
1988) from this southern province. 


A provincial customs official announcing the above said 
last year’s exports increased by 25 percent compared to 
the corresponding period in 1365 (1986-87). 


The goods were exported to India, the United Arab 
Emirates, the Soviet Union, Taiwan, Czechoslovakia, 
Japan, Bangladesh, West and East Germany, Turkey, 
Italy, Tunisia, Tanzania, South Korea as well as some 
other European countries. 
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Kerman, Isfahan Exports Net $233 Million 
46000144d Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 24 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Kerman, 23 April (IRNA}—A total of 39.372 
million kilograms of foodstuff worth 15.89 billion rials 
($227m) was exported from this southeastern province 
to European and Asian countries by Iran’s Standard and 
Industrial Research Institute (ISIRI) during the past 
calendar year (ended on 20 March). 


The exported items included pistachios, raisins, onions, 
potatoes, pomegranates and rose water aiid were sent to 
18 European countries and the United Arab Emirates. 


The revenues of the institute registered an increase of 
44.6 percent over the comparable period the preceding 
year. 


Over 265,640 kgs of agricultural products valued at rials 
11,974,000 ($171,000) were exported from East Azarbai- 
jan Province by ISIRI over the past month (20 March-20 
April). 


SOUTH ASIA 


The products which included dried apricots, raisins and 
onions were exported to Italy, West Germany and the 
United Arab Emirates. 


Some 107,096 pickled sheep skins, 5,339 sheep and goat 
intestines valued at Rls.55.6m (about $700,000) were 
also exported abroad from the province over the same 
period. 


Meanwhile, over 2,000 tons of non-oil goods worth $6m 
were exported from Isfahan Province to Persian Gulf 
states, Turkey and Federal Republic of Germany last 
year. 


The exports included 81 items such as almond kernels, 
gum, tragacanth, pistachios, potatoes, apples, pomegran- 
ates, onions, cabbages and cauliflowers. 
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Hamadan Exports Net $10 Million 
46000144c Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 21 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Tehran, 20 April (KAYHAN INT’L)}—According 
to the Persian daily KAYHAN, during the last Iranian 
year (21 March 1987-20 March 1988) Hamadan Prov- 
ince exported over 20,840,000 tons of agricultural prod- 
ucts worth $10m (Rls.688m) to European and the Per- 
sian Gulf countries. 


The exported products included garlic, onion, potato, 
apple pomegranate, peas and honey. 
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Mazandaran Exports Increase 
46000144b Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 13 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Tehran, 11 April (KAYHAN INT’L)}—The Per- 
sian daily KAYHAN in a despatch from Sari, capital of 
Mazandaran Province, reported that during 1366 (21 
March 1987-20 March 1988), 159,234 kg. of agricultural 
and industrial products worth $14m (Rls.971,727,734m) 
were exported from the province. 


The province’s export figures show 80 percent and 13.2 
percent increase in terms of weight and value respec- 
tively in comparison with the exports figure during the 
previous Iranian year (21 March 1987-20 March 1988). 


The daily further pointed out that certificates of quality 
standards have been issued on the export of apples to 
West Germany and Dubai during the current year. 
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$409 Million Allocated for Development Projects 
46000143c Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 9 May 88 p 6 


[Text] Tehran, 8 May (KAYHAN INT’L)—Abolqassem 
Jamshidi, the director of independent development 
projects of the Mustaz’afan Foundation in an exclusive 
interview with the Persian daily KAYHAN said that the 
foundation will implement seven giant industrial 
projects in deprived areas of Iran. 


“The projects will be carried out with a total investment 
of $409m (Rls.27b),” he added. 


He stated that the projects would provide jobs for 1,080 
persons. 


Jamshidi listed the projects as the establishment of a tar 
refinery in Isfahan, a cement factory in Ilam; a kaolin 
factory in Takestan (Zanjan Province), a plant to pro- 
duce animal fodder from sugar cane waste in Lurestan 
province; a brick producing unit in Khuzestan, an apple 
juice factory in Salmas, West Azarbaijan Province and a 
date packaging unit in Hajjiabad, Hormuzgan Province. 
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48 Factories Built 
46000143b Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 19 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Tehran, 18 April (KAYHAN INT’L)—The Per- 
sian daily RESALAT reported Monday that 48 new 
factories were constructed in Semnan, capital of Semnan 
Province during the last Iranian year (21 March 1987- 
March 1988). 


The factories constructed with a total investment of $5m 
(Rls.3.6b) produce plastics, shampoo, detergent, 
envelop, screws, china containers, plaster, electrical heat 
element for samovar, electrical switch, calico and vari- 
eties of glues and tapes. 
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Khuzestan Ranked 4th in Development Projects 
46090143a Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 13 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Tehran, 12 April (KAYHAN INT’L)—According 
to the Persian daily KAYHAN, the Islamic Republic 
government has allocated $102m (RIs7.180b) on devel- 
opment projects in Khuzestan Province during the cur- 
rent Iranian year (21 March 1988-20 March 1989). 


Consequently Khuzestan would rank fourth after the 
provinces of Khorassan, East Azarbaijan and Tehran in 
terms of budget allocated on development, the daily 
reported. 
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The daily said that, the current budget shown 25 percent 
increase in comparison with that province’s develop- 
ment budget during 1355 year (21 March 1987-20 March 
1988). 
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IRGC Naval Academy Opens 
46000142a Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 11 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Tehran, 10 April(KAYHAN INT’L)—The morn- 
ing daily JOMHURI-E ISLAMI reported that the Naval 
Academy of the Islamic Revolution’s Guards Corps 
(IRGC) was inaugurated in the presence of IRGC Navy 
Commander Brother Ala’aee in Chalus, Mazandaran 
Province, Sunday. 


Presently 100 students majoring in management and 
navigation as well as electronics, electrical and mechan- 
ical engineering are enlisted at the academy. 
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TV Educational Instruction a Success 
46000142c Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 7 May 88 p 15 


[Text] Tehran (KAYHAN INT’L)—Concentrating their 
senses and talents students attentively watch the TV 
instruction program. 


The concise and calculated planning for the continuation 
of instruction and the prevention of any halt in students’ 
education in the towns subject to missile and air attacks 
is acommendable effort being carried out by the Iranian 
officials. 


Owing to the efforts of authorities in the Ministry of 
Education and thanks to the sincere cooperation of the 
Islamic Republic Television, special teaching programs 
started to be broadcast on two TV channels for primary, 
middle and high school students from about 3 weeks ago 
due to temporary emergency closure of schools in the 
towns which were subject to the enemy missile attacks 
and air raids. 


The execution of this plan has been an urgent necessity 
in the course of the revolutionary Iranian Muslims’ 
resistance and also indicative in itself of the ability of 
this great nation to utilize every potential to continue her 
sacred defense. 


Also the good reception that students have shown to the 


TV instruction programs is an outstanding sign of the 
spirit of resistance and perseverance in our homeland. 
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University Enrollment To Increase 
46000142b Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 24 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Tehran, 23 April (KAYHAN INT’L)}—During the 
calendar year 1367 (21 March 1988-20 March 1989) the 
number of students to be enrolled at colleges and uni- 
versities throughout the country will reach 175,000, the 
Persian daily KAYHAN reported here Saturday. 


The report said the figure shows 11 percent increase in 
comparison with the number of students enrolled last 
year (21 March 1987-20 March 1988). 


In addition during the same period 65,000 students are 
studying at 2-year junior colleges seeking associate 
degrees. 


The above-mentioned figures do not include the number 
of students currently studying at various teacher training 
colleges through out the country, the daily concluded. 


/12232 
PAKISTAN 


Plain Talk Is Urged in Relations With U.S. 
46560030 Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 
7 Apr 88 p 2 


{Editorial: ‘U.S. Defense Secretary’s Visit to Pakistan’’] 


[Text] U.S. Defense Secretary Mr Frank Carlucci is on a 
3-day visit to Pakistan. During his stay he is meeting 
President Ziaul Haq, Prime Minister Junejo and Rana 
Naim, minister of state for defense. Mr Carlucci, like 
other U.S. officials, came to Islamabad via New Delhi. 
The Americans know best the position they assign in this 
region to India which, despite its assertions of nonalign- 
ment, has signed treaties of friendship with the Soviet 
Union. It is the same India which did not consider it 
worthwhile to condemn the Soviet aggression in Afghan- 
istan in clear terms. Americans may have their own 
preferences but from Pakistan’s point of view, the pref- 
erences are a matter of concern because Indian leaders 
strive to make U.S. officials suspicious and mistrustful 
about Pakistan before they leave for that country. Dur- 
ing the current visit, too, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
on the one hand, tried to woo the U.S. defense secretary 
and, on the other hand, accused Pakistan of passing on to 
the Sikh terrorists in the Punjab all the arms it receives 
from the United States in the form of aid. This seriously 
jeopardizes Indian security. India, in order to strengthen 
its accusations against Pakistan, has already announced 
plans to erect barbed wire along the border with Pakistan 
so that, according to India, Sikhs trained in Pakistan 
could be prevented from entering the country. The 
Indian prime minister has strongly opposed supplying 
sophisticated defense weapons in the future U.S. aid to 
Pakistan. India has also made it clear to the United 
States that if terrorist activities continue in East Punjab 
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with Pakistan’s help and support, then there will be a 
threat of confrontation between Pakistan and India. 
Whenever the United States announces military aid to 
Pakistan, India starts deploring U.S. action and the 
Indian lobby under its influence becomes active. In this 
way, India often succeeds in blocking the approval or 
supply of U.S. aid. And, prima facie, all this is being 
repeated again. In Washington the United States Gov- 
ernment has approved the supply of F-16 aircraft and 
Sidewinder and Sparrow missiles to Pakistan. At this 
time when the defense secretary is on a visit to Pakistan, 
the announcement pertaining to the supply of defense 
materiel to Pakistan is of the utmost importance. This 
indicates to what extent the United States cares about 
the defensive requirements of Pakistan and is aware of 
external threat facing Pakistan. But the fact remains that 
friendship between Pakistan and the United States could 
not be built on stable, long-lasting bases because in the 
past the United States never supported Pakistan openly. 
In 1965 and 1971, the United States, instead of helping 
Pakistan, to a certain extent tried to get Pakistan into 
trouble. It is correct that according to the 1959 agree- 
ment between the two countries, the United States is 
bound to provide military aid to Pakistan only in the 
event it is attacked by a communist country. But the 
people of Pakistan believe that in the light of prevailing 
conditions and facts facing Pakistan, India is really 
acting as an agent of the Soviet Union and as such an 
Indian attack is an indirect form of communist aggres- 
sion. But the United States is not prepared to accept 
Pakistan’s logic for reasons of its own. After the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in December 1979, however, it 
understood Pakistan’s importance. In the beginning, the 
Carter administration with some reservations, and 
finally the Reagan administration openly supported 
Pakistan. There is no doubt that on the basis of U.S. 
military aid Pakistan is equipped with effective modern 
defensive weapons. Though as usual India has been 
complaining about the U.S. military assistance, Pakistan 
has the right to fulfill its defense requirements and we 
hope that the United States, keeping in mind Pakistan’s 
defense needs, too, will show a constructive attitude. At 
this juncture when the Afghan problem remains unre- 
solved, the Soviet Union has been warning that if Paki- 
stan does not sign the Geneva agreements then an 
agreement will be reached between Moscow and Kabul 
and Pakistan will have to bear the dire consequences. 
During the past 8 years never has Pakistan been treated 
decently even once. On the contrary Pakistani territory 
has been constantly made the target of artillery, missiles, 
and bombs dropped from planes. Pakistan expressed its 
desire to buy AWACS planes from the United States to 
put an end to the daily attacks by Soviet-Afghan planes. 
The former Defense Secretary Weinberger, while 
addressing a press conference during his visit, particu- 
larly referred to the AWACS planes. But we regret to say 
that later, under the influence of the Indian and Israeli 
lobbies, this issue was shelved indefinitely. Now Mr 
Weinberger’s successor, Mr Carlucci, is here and a trip to 
Khyber is included in his itinerary. During this period he 
will have an opportunity to find out for himself the 
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problems Pakistan is facing despite peace talks in Gen- 
eva and the danger that will be surrounding Pakistan 
even after the agreement is signed. It is important that 
mutual relationship between Pakistan and the United 
States should not be limited to emergency situations but 
should have a permanent and lasting basis. It falls upon 
the United States to make itself a trustworthy friend and 
avoid repeating the actions of 1965 and 1971. Pakistani- 
U.S. relations should be based on foundations of real 
bilateral equality. So that “under U.S. influence” on 
Pakistan is done away with, and no Wali Khan-type 
Pakistani acting as a spokesman for India may get an 
opportunity to say that Mr Carlucci had come to Paki- 
stan with “fresh instructions.” Pakistan should once and 
for all decide for itself whether it wants to stay with the 
United States in its capacity as a neutral and equal 
country. During the current visit too it is necessary to 
clarify to the U.S. defense secretary that since 1947 
Pakistan is no longer a part of India and that it is a free 
and independent country and is not prepared to be 
dominated by any other country in the region, and U.S. 
authorities, while making decisions about Pakistan, 
should not take into consideration the preferences of 
Indian leaders. The U.S. defense secretary should also be 
told (though he should know it for himself) that Pakistan 
will protect its freedom, independence, and Islamic 
identity at any cost. In this context in the event of an 
external and particularly communist aggression, Paki- 
stan will look upon U:S. aid with gratitude. But India too 
should be considered a country in the communist cate- 
gory because it happens to be the biggest Soviet agent in 
this part of the world. 
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Karachi Riots: Administration Inefficiency 
Criticized 
46560031b Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 11 Apr 88 p 3 


[Editorial: “Karachi Riots’’] 


[Text] The Imam of the Holy Kaba, honorable Sheikh 
Abdullah Ibn Sabil has said that when he hears news 
about riots and agitations in Karachi, his head hangs 
down in shame and regret. He said recent riots in 
Karachi had inflicted an intense shock upon the Muslim 
community. Islam is against race, color, or caste. It does 
not permit any discrimination among human beings. 
Killing of Muslims by Muslims is forbidden in Islam. 
Such an act is against all Islamic teachings. The Imam of 
the Kaba warned Muslims that if they did not sincerely 
act upon the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him), as a community they would be forever 
destined to failure. The Muslims therefore, should 
strictly adhere to the teachings of Prophet Muhammad. 
He made a compassionate appeal to all the Muslims to 
be united and organized, and to remove their mutual 
differences and become one community. No one can 
disagree with the words of the Iamam of the Kaba. All 


SOUTH ASIA 


Muslims are well aware of the fact that for a Muslim 
another Muslim is honorable in the same way as the holy 
Mecca, the house of Allah, deserves reverence. 


To murder Muslims and damage their property for the 
accomplishment of political, ethnic and linguistic goals 
is sO grave a sin that a Muslim trembles even at the 
perception of it. We are being humiliated all over the 
world, and on the day of judgement we would certainly 
have to account for our bad deeds. Riots take place in 
Karachi off and on and the city’s environment was never 
as prone to agitation as now. The people of Karachi 
should contemplate as to why they are playing in the 
hands of a few disruptionists. It was just yesterday that 
on the occasion of Shab-e Barat [the 15th night of the 
month of Shaban], the police raided and confiscated 
fireworks from people engaged in an illegal fireworks 
business. The police piled these fireworks on the roof of 
the police station. Due to some unknown reason, this 
heap of fireworks exploded. The explosion was so force- 
ful that it shook most of the Liaqatabad area. The roof 
and the wall of the police station storage rooms were 
blown away, several other walls developed cracks and 
window panes shattered. Because of this explosion, 
rumors of a bomb explosion circulated and hundreds of 
people came out on the roads. They stoned vehicles and 
brought the traffic to a standstill. They surrounded the 
police station. Some disruptionists took advantage of the 
situation and started stoning the police station. To bring 
the situation under control, the police threw teargas 
shells at those who surrounded the police station. After- 
wards, they fired to disperse the crowd. People became 
enraged and the process of destruction began. Many 
vehicles, including a cold drink truck and a government 
bus, were destroyed and then burnt. A bank was dam- 
aged. This uprising continued till late at night. Due to 
this turmoil, the neighboring area also came into the fold 
of rioting. Everywhere the traffic was halted by bonfires. 
A lot of people were injured because of the riots, stoning 
and firing. These disturbances continued through most 
of the night. 


For the past 2 and 1/2 years to 3 years, Karachi has been 
in the throes of riots. The fires of agitation burn here 
frequently. To face these uprisings, the administration 
has adopted the procedure whereby it comes into action 
only when the riots and agitation reach their height. 
Then it dispatches police contingents to the riot-stricken 
areas. Clubs are used, tear gas is thrown, firing is opened 
up, and when the situation stays out of control, a curfew 
is imposed and the areas are entrusted to the military. 
This method has been pursued for the past 2 years to 2 
and 1/2 years. The Karachi administration and the Sind 
government has never stopped to think what after all are 
the basic causes of these frequent riots and uprisings. It 
is said that a few disruptionists are responsible for these 
disturbances and riots. They stay under cover and open 
firing in various areas. This spreads fear and terror, and 
the riots begin. The question we ask is that since the 
administration is aware of the fact that a few disruption- 
ists are responsible for the disturbances, why, despite all 
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its resources and powers, it has not arrested them so far 
and why they have not been made to suffer for their evil 
deeds. By all estimates one can make from this negli- 
gence it seems that people in the government themselves 
wish that the riots and disturbances should not end. 
Rather, certain sectors believe that the administration 
deliberately supports the agitators and the criminals, so 
that law and order may not be established in Karachi, the 
administration may stay free to achieve its contemptible 
goals, the people continue to be entangled in quarrels 
and riots so the rulers may do what they like. 


We urge the people in authority to quit their policy of 
laziness and negligence. and strictly call to account the 
disruptionist elements. They should put the criminals 
behind bars. To end these riots and uprisings for ever, 
they should ponder the basic causes and control the 
factors that spawn frequent riots in Karachi. The con- 
cerned citizens of Karachi are fed up with riots and have 
no more paiience for them. Trade and livelihood are 
suffering. For how long will the people continue to 
tolerate this inefficiency of the administrative body? 
Whatever has happened here in the past should not take 
place in the future. Otherwise, if the volcano erupts, the 
present government would be unable to control it, and 
would be burned to ashes. There is still time to remedy 
the situation. The critical moment is approaching 
swiftly. It demands that we wake up from our sleep of 
indifference and incompetence and confront reality. We 
trust our pleas would be considered worthy of attention 
and immediate, effective steps would be taken to remove 
the factors that cause frequent riots and uprisings in 
Karachi. 
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Azim Tarig Alleges Atrocities by Punjabi Police 
4656003 la Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 
26 Mar 88 p 8 


[Editorial: “The Attitude of Punjabi Employees in 
Police’’] 


[Text] The chairman of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement, 
Azim Tariq while talking to the press in Lahore, in 
addition to other complaints, mentioned thai the Pun- 
jabi police assigned in Karachi curse people in the 
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Punjabi language. The intensity with which Azim Tariq 
raised this issue would suggest that according to MQM, 
this was the biggest problem of Karachi. If this problem 
is solved, there is a good chance of other issues being 
resolved too. For this reason the police personnel, 
whether they are associated with Sind or Punjab, should 
examine themselves and ponder over the fact that just 
because of them much misunderstanding and distrust is 
created among various factions of the country. The fact 
of the matter is that this attitude of the police is not 
confined to Karachi city, the people of the entire country 
have complaints against them. If they call names in the 
Punjabi language in Karachi, in Punjab also they do not 
talk in the language of etiquette books. The people of 
Karachi perhaps cannot even imagine as to what hap- 
pens in Punjab. Dragging innocent individuals on the 
streets, undressing and beating up women, inhuman 
treatmer : of the people in jails, the holding of fake police 
confrontations are police atrocities which the people of 
Punjab have had to suffer for a long time. The habit of 
supporting the hooligan elements, patronizing criminals 
and receiving bribes is also quite old. So far, it has not 
been changed. The general police, special patrolling 
squads and the traffic police, all regard it their duty to 
harass the people. As in Sind, in Punjab people complain 
against their bad performance. Up to the present day, the 
police has neither succeeded in suppressing the dacoits 
nor has it performed the deed of arresting the culprits 
who cause bomb explosions. Moreover, harassing and 
cursing people, abusing them and taking portions from 
their legitimate earnings illegally are unforgivable crimes 
that should receive the most severe punishments. The 
complaints lodged by Azim Tariq to an extent are 
legitimate. However, instead of labeling this police atti- 
tude as a problem of Karachi, it should be viewed 
through a broader perspective. The complaints of the 
people of other provinces should also be considered. It is 
the duty of the police, especially the Punjabi employees, 
to improve their performance, to demonstrate good 
treatment of the people, and to abandon the methods 
and procedures of the colonial era. They should state 
they belong to an independent and sovereign nation so 
that the notoriety Punjab is receiving because of them is 
erased and the people breathe a sigh of relief. 
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